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OBILITY, which many of the 
greater ſort of Wits, with cleer 
proof of uncorrupted Verity, and 9 

much flowing Eloquence, have 

gone e to derive out of divers n 

Is of three forts; and is divided into, 
ie TI 


1. No- 


EE ID oe td Hs 
"FM * . * 
5 ws, 


. Ie r 


1. N obility Celeſtial, which e in 


Religion. . 


Moral Vertues. And, 
* Nobility Political, whereof this preſent 
' Treatiſe is. | 


Man alſo; but out of the third fort a Man, 
tho he be ever ſo wicked and graceleſs, may 


eſt degree of Nobility : as * Serv and 
ſuch others did. 
The Matter of Nobility was in antient time 


accounted of two ſorts; vis. 
\ 4. T heological. And, Ed + 
„ Maral. 


For why? Nobility is in it ſelf honourable 
and laudable, but without Virtue nothing (ac- 
cording to the Opinion of Cicero) can be com- 
mendable or praiſe-worthy. Of which the Seat 


the Romans was a notable Example; where- 
to there was no Entrance or Way, but by the 
Temple, of Vague. In ſeveral of FRONT Coins 
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2. Nobility Philolophica, which 1s got by 


Out of the two firſt ſorts of Nobility, no 
Man can become Noble except he be a good 


yet excel the reſt of Men, even in the high- 


and Situation of the Temple of Honour among 


$M £5 k 


E * 


1 F 3 


alſo we ſee Honour and Virtue repreſented 
together in one Reverſe, and in one Medal; 
the Face of Honour ſo ſhadows that of Vir- 
tue, that but a little of it appears, Honour 
being the more illuſtrious of the two: and 
where we behold any Perſon outwardly a- 
dorned with it, we are to judge him inwardly 
endued with Virtue, inaſmuch as Honour is 
his due, and juſtly beſtowed upon him. But 


by the prepoſterous Innovation and Change 
of things, that Nobility, which properly be- 


longed only to the Good, gave place, and 
inſtead thereof, that Nobility, which is equal - 
ly common to the Bad and to the Good, 
ſtepped to the Helm: yea, even the word - 
Nobilis (or Noble) it ſelf, - which fome' will 
have to have been call'd Noſcibils, or Re- 
markable, or for ſome Virtue notable, began 
to be indifferently taken into both parts, good 
and bad; as Nobile Scortum, a Noble Harlot, 
Nobile Scelus, a Noble Villain. Neither in 


queſtion of Political Nobility are we any 
more to have recourſe to the Divines or Phi- 

loſophers, and much leſs to the antient Roman 
| Conſtitutions (for the moſt part) diſcerning 
all things by Magiſtrates Charges and Offices; 
bur Loy to the Diſpoſitions of the Princes and 
| B 2 e e 


1 7 p 1 
Fg 


3 Ie Turbo. 0: a HDL 
> having (b 


Monarchs: of the World, Wh. l 
permiſſion of the Almighty) the Power of the c 
Government thereof committed to them in 
divers Forms, govern Nobility according to Ml ; 
their: on pleaſure and good liking, and ſo c 

have made the ſame Hereditary. Hence it is, d 
that a Stranger, made a Nobleman at Rome t 
or elſewhere, is not at home accounted in the e 
number of the Nobility, his Prince being b 
thereto unwilling ;- and ſo é contra. There- u 
fore they who examine Political Nobility by tl 


any other Rule than the Cuſtom of every te 
Nation, are utterly out of the way. Yer for af 
all this ſo great diverſity of Manners and th 
Cuſtoms of N ations, in all places the ſame 
Definition of Civil Nobility is agreeable to 
all; vir. Dos ſit qualitas ſive. dignitas, qui 
quis legitime 4 : plebeig Conditione eximitur, & per 
Gradus erigitur : i. e. That it is a Quality or 
Dignity, whereby a Man is lawfully exempt, 
and by degrees promoted out of, and above 
the Eſtate of the vulgar and common ſort of 
People. Of this Nobility there be two kinds; ; 
Viz. 
e Nobiliry Na ative, i. e. by Birth, Aue 
2. Dative, 7. e. * the Fu S Grace, and 
Bayou Be 
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Ch. 2. the Nobility of the firſt" Re. 5 
For as Fr violent Nobility, ſuch as was has: 
of Nimrod's, I utterly reject it. 6 
But that theſe things may be made more : ; 

- manifeſt; I will by certain of the better ſort 
of Commonwealths, even to theſe our times, 
derive the beginning of this Dignity, and 
the manner of obtaining the ſame, as it were 
even from the firſt Infancy thereof; taking 
both the Matter and the Examples I therein 
uſe, out of moſt authentick and approy'd Au- 
thors, making hardly any Change of the Sen- 
tences, much leſs of the Words, that the well⸗ 
affected Reader cannot of ein ay Any: ins 
herons; to my charges; F 


Ns HB eee e 
9 0 the Nobility j of the Fiſt Ke. 


Da re, contrary. to the common 3 
Opinion, affirm Nobility Dative to have 
been before and more excellent than Nobility 
Native; Example being taken even from 4. 
dam bimſell, whom all Men know to have 
been made, not born, and verily to have been 
3 Flobloman (if any 55 as form'd by Gott 
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6 Of "the Nobility of the firſt Re. 
to the Image of himſelf, endow'd with all 
good Gifts, and made Lord and Sovereign 
Ruler of all Creatures; yea even of the ide 
World: But that Celeſtial Nobility he ſoon 

(alas! too too ſoon) loſt by hearkning to his 
Wife; and that worldly. Nobility which he 
yet retain'd, being to his Children derived, 
began firſt in them to be Native, or Nobility / 
by Birth. If any Man therefore conſider 4. 
dam's own Race and Progeny, he muſt needs 
confeſs all the Men of that Age to have been 
together Noble. But as in Man's Body, for 
the Preſervation of the whole, divers Func- 
tions and Offices of Members are required; 
even ſo in that firſt Society of Men (as in all 
others) a Diſtinct ion of Perſons was neceſ- 
fary: wherefore the firſt Commonwealth 
which was of the Family of Adam and of his 
Children, conſiſted wholly of Noblemen, viz. 
of the Children of one Father, and he a King, 
| ol Prophet, and a Prieſt; but yet not all of 
them to be with like Howout reverenc'd. For 
he, that firſt Houſholder, as it were by the 
Decree of Nature, gave the Preeminence and 
chief Place to his firſt-begotten Son, ſo long 
as he kept the Right of his Birthright ; which 
ODE other Families afterwards following, 
9 — 


by Nature, ſhould be accounted alſo firſt in 
Honour. Yet nevertheleſs was it alrogether 


lawful for the Father of the Family to make 


choice of his own Children, that fo, accord- 
ing to every one of their Deſerts, he might 


beſtow upon them TO or take them 


from them. 
Of the great number of Adams Proj; 


and the Diſcord of the Brethren amongſt _ 
themſelves, at length aroſe the Diviſion of 
Families, and ſo conſequently the Uncertainty | 
and Forgetfulneſs of Kindreds, with deadly 
Hatreds and Fallings- out beſides. By War 


the Change of Mens Eſtates and Conditions, 
and Servitudes were uſher'd in; the Van- 


quiſh'd, of noble became baſe and ignoble, 


and 2 contra, the Victors of baſe Perſons be- 
came noble. Men, for the Preſervation of 
themſelves, have out of Families aſſembled 


together into Villages, out of Villages into 
Cities, and out of Cities have grown: toge- 


ther into Provinces, and ſo into moſt great 


Kingdoms. In Dangers and Diſtreſſes, ac- 


cha. Of the Nobility of the firſt E.. 7 


conſtantly obſerv'd: So that he who was firſt 


* 


cording to the Rule of Reaſon, wiſe Men 


were calbd upon for their Counſel, valiant 


| Men for their Aid and Defence; to whom, 
by | B 4 „ as 


* * 
- 5 * 
* 


808 . Nobility * & 2 An. 5 


2s to Men moſt worthy, the Government was t 


committed; whereas the reſt, without any 0 
difference, were compell'd to obey, no regard FF 

being had to their Stock or Kindred. | v 

B That theſe things were thus in the Jewiſh o 
= State and Commonwealth, is to all Men mas. yi 
nifeſt, which are eaſily read in the Old Teſ. tc 
tament. Firſt, That Principality and Prero- KW 74 

| gative were given to the firſt-begotten,., will L 
eaſily. be underſtood, if it be diligently con- C 


ſider'd, that When Adam, by reaſon of bis . 1 


1 


great Years, was not able longer to attend to x6 
the Government of the Church and of the | 
Commonwealth, Seth was made Goyernour, 1 d 
ho then held the Place of the firſt- begotten | 

2  to.Seth, even for the ſame Cauſe, ſucceeded 4 
. Enoch, to Enoch Conan, to C onan Mahaleel, to ce 
Mabaleel Jered, to Jered Canoc, to Canoc Me- b 


thuſehel, to Methuſehel Lamech, to Lamech Noah, (0) 
who ruled over his Progeny 110 Years alter di 
the Deluge, at which time the diſperſing of m 
his Poſterity happen'd. Which. Diſperſion be- hi 

w 
Ol 


ing made, every one of them reckon'd himſelf 
as Prince of his own Family; - which Preemi- 

nence paſs d ſtill to che Firſt- born of that Stock 

and Family: ſo that the Firſt-begotten of 
3 the en ill held the ſame. hi ei- 
3 n e ee, 
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S . pe. the Ne f the ft tee o9 
ther ought any Man to doubt that every one 
of- the Patriarchs ruled as chief Men over 
their own Tribes and Families, till the Go- 


vernment of the whole People was deliver d 


oyer to Moſes. But concerning Moſes himſelf, 
you may read, that he and Aaron gather d 
together all the Elders of the Children of I, 
rael, which was the firſt Aſſembly . The 
Lord commanded ſeventy of the Elders of the 
Children of Iſrael to come unto him, together 
with Moſes, which ſeventy (in the ſame Chap. 
ter, ver. 1 1.) are as it were by a known Name 
2 call'd, Nobles, or chief Perſons of the Chil 

dren of Iſrael. Beſides, Moſes being oppreſs'd 

; with the Multitude of Suits, .. following the 
Counſel of Jethro, choſe out of the People 
certain Captains of Thouſands, who ſhould 

bear Rule over a thouſand Families; others 
| of Hundreds, who commanded. over a hun- 
dred; others of Fifties, who had the Com⸗ 
mand over fifty; and others of Tens, Who 
had Rule over ten; and determin'd'their, leſ. 
ſer Suits and Daerr N o that there 
were many Captains of Thouſands even in 
one and the ſelf· ſame Telbss ah fromm 
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10 Of the Nobility of the firſt ge. 
Holy Scripture; and theſe Men Meſes here 
and there calleth the Heads of the Fathers, 


the Heads of the Tribes, Princes and Hea 
of the Soldiers: and amongſt them were 12 
chief Princes, eſpecially choſen of the 12 


Tribes, who ſometimes were alone by them. 
ſelves elected for ſome ſpecial Commiſſion. 
But what manner of Men Moſes made Rulers 
over the Iſraelites, and what manner of Com. 
panions he choſe forth, as Aſſiſtants to hin- 
ſelf in the Government of the Common- 
wealth, he of himſelf thus plainly witneſſeth: 
And I ſpake unto you the ſame ſeaſon, ſay⸗ 
ing, I am not able to bear the Burden of 
6 you my ſelf alone. For the Lord your God 


© hath multiplied you. And behold you are 
this day as the Stars of Heaven in number, 
6e Bring (from among you) Men of 


© Wiſdom and Underſtanding, and Men 
 ©known in your Tribes, that I may make 
them Rulers over you. And you anſwer'd 
me and ſaid, that which thou haſt aid, it 
© is good for us to do. And ſo out of the | 
Tribes I took the Captains, Men of Wiſ- 
| q dom a nn PICs, wan n een Rulers 


1 SI” 


— * 
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Ch. 2. Of the Nobility of the firſt ye. 11 


1 


over you, Captains over Thoufands, and o- 


| ver Hundreds, &c: And Officers amongft 


© your Tribes, &c.* But we, induc'd both 
by the weight of the Words, and by Reaſon, 


are oblig'd to conjecture, thar Moſes, being 4 


wiſe Man, in this Election and Choice pre- 


fer'd Men for their Wiſdom and Experience, 


* 


famous and well known, as well for the gain- 
ing the Favour and Obedience of the People, 
as for the better Government of the Com- 
monwealth; not at all regarding ſuch as boaſ- 


ted only of the Prerogative of their Birth: 


for otherwiſe, inſtcad of Helpers, he ſhould 
rather have aſſociated to himſelf the Pertur- 
bers of the publick Peace. Wherefore we are 
to look upon thoſe ſeventy Judges, by the 
Commandment of God appointed by Moſes, 
to have been of the Dignity of Senators; td 
whom ſome Men add two more, vis, Moſes 


- himſelf, and the High Prieſt; as if fix had 


been appointed out of every one of the Tribes. 


By what therefore hath been already ſaid, 


it is evident, that as well Dative as Native 


Nobility hath been in uſe amongſt the I. 


elites, and ſometimes even in one and the ſame 


Family paſs'd to the F irſt-begotten alone, or 


| 0 ſome we ET with ſome ran Of. 


fice 


07 the fo Greek © Nobility, 


. in ſome Family; - whilſt the reſt, born of 
the ſame Stock, in the mean time ſtuck faſt 
Within the bounds of thoſe of the vulgar” | £7 
State and Condition. And concerning /'the* || 
Kings of the Iſraelites, it is to be thought alſo, 
as of the Kings of other Nations, that they, 
according to their pleaſure, ennobled many, 
either by Reaſon or Affection moved and in- 5 
duced ſo to do. But now from the Jour: let 
me paſs over to the Gentiles. . 811% 
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inder of the Enſt Greek Nobili. 


JOTH I N G was ever more ivconſiage) 
than the Greek Commonwealths, with 
perpetual Changes ſtill floating up and down. 
The beginning of their Monarchy I (as moſt N 


ther the poor Peaſants, diſpers'd up and-down 
the _ and h union: heat i into one 


By — — ak 


„ 9 T 7 5-6. x 


are wont) will no farther fetch than from, | * 
Cecrops the Firſt, who! (it's agreed almoſt on A 
all hands) was the firſt who; gather'd toge- 3 
10 


r Na s Greek antiquities, * 6. 
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Ch. z. WW: the 22 Greek 050 13 
Body (tho not into one City, for that was 
not effected till many Ages after) conſtituted 
amongſt them one Form of Government, and 
took upon himſelf the Title of a King: for 
from the time of Ogyges to Cecrops, being the 


ſpace of 190 Years, ' they lived without any 


King at all. Cecrops, as ſoon as he had eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf in his new-raig'd Kingdom, ſet 
himſelf abopt- laying the Model of a City, 


which he delign?d for the Seat of his Go- 


vernment, and Place of his conſtant Reſi- 
dence. This ? City was built upon a Rock, 


and by him, with the circumjacent Territo- . 


ries, call'd after his own Name, Cecropia: and 


afterwards, as the Athenians increas'd in Power 


and Number, and the Country round about 
fill d with Buildings, this was the Acropolis, or 
Citadel. Then, for the better Adminiſtration 


of Juſtice, and the Promotion of mutual En- 


tercourſe amongſt his Subjects, he divided 


them into four Tribes, viz. 1. Soldiers; 2. 
Artificers; 3. Husbandmen; and, 4. Shep- 
herds. He was the Author of many excel- 


lent Laws and Conſtitutions; nor did he only 


5 aha Bae Rules for the  Condut of their Lives 
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1 4 ; of Fa WP Greek  Nobilty. 
with reſpect to one another, but was che feſt 


his People ia what manner ene were to wor- 
ip ei 

Cecrops, 1 . of chat N ame, 8 ehi 
Ah King of Athens, divided his Domi- 


nions into twelve Cities, or large Boroughs; 


compelling his Subjects to leave their ſepa- 


rate Habitations, and unite together for the 


repleniſhing of them. But Cecropia ſtill con- 
tinued the chief Seat of the Empire, tho each 
of theſe Cities had Courts of Judicature, and 


Magiſtrates of their own, and were ſo little 
ſubje& to their Princes (the Succeſſors of Ce- 
crops) that they never had recourſe to them 


but only in caſe of imminent and publick 
Danger; yea, ſo abſolutely did they order 
their own Concerns, that ſometimes they 
waged War againſt each other, without the 
Advice or Conſent of their Kings, againſt 
whom: many of them alſo ſometimes took up 


Arms. They who inhabited the Champain 
Country, were commanded by ſome few; the 


Mountaineers were govern'd by a popular 
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who introduc'd a Form of Religion, ere&ed 
Altars in Honour of the Gods, and inſtructed 
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ha 3. . Greek Nobility. e 
Eſtate; they who dwelt by the Sea - Coaſt had 
a mix'd Government, carrying a Medium be- 
1 twirt bo oth ; and they, who out of the whole 
Body of the: People were calld to the Go- 
vernment of the Commonwealth, were ho- 
nour'd for Princes, Senators, and Noblemen. 
And thus from the Reign of Cecrops the Firſt 
to the time of Theſeus, the Government and 
State of Athens continued with little Altera- 
tion. Theſeus being by an Accident advanc'd 
to the Regal Scepter ſooner than could have 
heen expected, found out within a ſhort time 
the Inconvenience of having his People diſ- 
pers d in Villages, and canton'd up and down 
the Country. To prevent therefore this Evil, 
he form'd in his mind (faith Plutarch) a vaſh 
and wonderful Peſign, of gathering together 
all the Inhabitants of Attica into one Town, 
and making them one People, of one City, 
| who. were before diſpers'd, and very difficult 
to be aſſembled upon any Affair, tho relating 
to the common Benefit of them all. Nay, 
often ſuch Differences and Quarrels happen'd 
amongſt them, as occaſfion'd Bloodſhed: and 
, Wars ; theſe he Nr his ann R 
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| me” "I the firſt-Greek Nobili. 


"at going from People to People, and from 
Tribe to Tribe, propos'd his Deſigns of a 


common Agreement amongſt them. Thoſe | | 


of a more private and mean Condition rea · 


dily embrac'd ſo good Advice: To thoſe of 


greater Power and Intereſt he promis'd a 


Commonwealth, wherein: Monarchy being 


Hid aſide, the Power ſhould reſt in the People; 


and that reſerving to himſelf only to be con- 


tinued Commander of their Armies, and the 
Preſer ver of their Laws, there ſhould be an 
equal Diſtribution of all things elſe amongſt 


them over to his Propoſal. The reſt fearing 
his Power, which was grown very formida- 
| ey and knowing his Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, choſe rather to be perſuaded than for- 
into a Compliance. He then difſoly'd all 


the diſtinct Courts of Juſtice, Council-Halls, 


and Corporations, . and built one Prytaneum 


and Council-Hall, ſtanding to this day. And 
out of the old and new City he made one, 


which he named Athens; ordaining a common 
Feaſt and Sacrifice to be for ever obſerv'd, 
which he call'd Panathenæa, or the Sacrifice of 


all the united Athenians. He inſtituted alſo. 
another Sacrifice for the ſake of Strangers, 


them: and by this means he brought moſt of 


Ch. 3. -Of the firſt Greek Nobile 17 
who would come to fix at Athens. Then, as 
he had promis'd, he laid down his Regal 
Power, and ſettled a Commonwealth, hav- 
ing enter'd upon this great Change not with- 
out Advice from the Gods *. Farther yet de- 
ſigning to enlarge his City, he call'd all Men 
indifferently by Proclamation,” in theſe words, 
(Come hit her all ye People) to e an Li 
part of the Commonwealth. 55 
Let for all this he ſuffer'd not his goons by 
. che promiſcuous Multitude that flow'd in, to 
be turn'd into Confuſion and Anarchy, and 
left without any Order and Degrees, but was 
the firſt who divided the Commonwealth in- 
to three diſtinct Ranks; viz. 1. Noblemen, 
2. Husbandmen, and, 3. Artificers. To- the 
Nobility he committed the Choice of Ma- 
giſtrates, the Teaching and Diſpenſing of the 
Laws, and the Interpretation of all Holy and 
Religious Things; the whole City as to all o- 
ther matters being as it were reduc'd to an E- 
quality: The Nobles excelling the reſt 1a Dig- 
nity, the Husbandmen in Profit, and the Ar- 
tificers in Number. In this manner Theſews 
ſettled the Athenian Government, which con- 
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cinued!in the ſame State till tho Deach of Co- 


du che ſtventeonth and laſt King. So that 


by the Government of Tbeſens it appes reth 
that Nobility was gotten by Riches, Know- 


ledge and Virtue. Aſter the Regal Govern - 
ment was laid afide, the City was govern'd 
by a double Democraey; one, which conſiſted 


in the Power and Government of the richer 


ſort of the Citizens (cad the-gdrihontes) and 


another which reſted in all thoſe in general, 
ho werte Freemen. ' Solan (the Duſcord be- 


tween tlie Poor and Rich being appeas d) af. 
tor the Slaughter of the Cyconians, reſtord to 


— che Dlycanckn, or Government of 


ſome fe being quite taken away. He di- 
vided the Atheniaus into four Ra wks: aac 


ing tu every Man's Eſtate: viz. 1. Thoſe-who 


__ could of their dry and wet. Commodities fill 


$00. of their Meaſures, he plac'd in the firſt 
Order or Degree, calling them nenoandno . 
k Prnt aroſio MAedimmdi.) 2. Thoſe who were of 
_ Ability to furniſh out a Horſe, or could fill 
300 of their Meaſures, he plac'd in the fe. 
con _ and n them ira Tce 
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ted of thofe who cbultl fill 206 of their Xen · 
flires; which were cata tele: &1 (Aeugire.) In 
the fourth (tlie laſt) he plc'd all the reſt, 


calli ing. them eres (Tete. * i All publi ick df: 
flcks he appointed to be committed to thoſe 
who were placed in the three firſt Degrees, 7 
ld havi bote Office accordingly, Were 


accounted in the number of the Nobility ; but 


to the fourth Rank no publick Office or Ma- 


giſttacy was communicated, tho they had a 


| liberty of coming to the able Aſſemblies, 
and voting therein; and therefore that Rank 


was prog Bale and i i gnoble. But after 
Solon, firſt Ariftides, a Perkin (as Plutarch af- 


fures us) of a mean Extraction, and meaner 


Fortune, being in conſideration of his eminent 
Virtues and ſignal Services, prefer'd to this 


Digęnity of an Archon, repealed Solon's Law, 


whereby | the on res, or lowelt Order of People, 


were made incapable of bearing any Office in 
the Government. After him Pericles, having 
leſſen'd the Power of the Areopagites, brought 
== in a confus'd Ochlocracy, whereby the Popu- 
= lace and n er the n mn! as 22 
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W the Ge ork , 
24 e re in che Government, as Perſons. oth _ 


 Newophon, 19 in his Book conce rning the 
Athenian. Commonwealth, | ſets it down for 
Right. and Reaſon, | that they even of the 
meaner and poorer ſort mould indifferently | 
be called and admitted to all Preferments i in 
every part of the Commonwealth, inaſmuch 
as they conduc'd more to the enriching of the 
City than the Nobility) even plain Citizens, 


Birth and Quality. According 8 


hs well deſerved of the Commonwealth, 174 


Were, therefore amongſt the Athenians enno- 
bl led; and Nobility once by the Father ob- 
tain'd, deſcended alſo to his Child ren. 1 
"But the Athenian Commonwealth was not 
0 laviſh and prodigal in the communicating 
of Nobility, as in antient time the Roman was 
ſparing and curious in the beſtowing thereof. 
That we may be furniſh'd; therefore with 
greater Variety of Matter of this kind and 
nature; let us take a View of the Ramus State 
and Commonwealth. 4 
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N the e fiſt, Roman Nah * TOE) ** 


J os, to draw eee the 
City of Rome, but lately before by him 
built, ordain'd an Aſylum or Sanctuary to all 
poor and baſe People; who by Flocks reſort - 
ing thither from all the neighbouring Parks, 
gave the firſt Increaſe to ſo great a City 
This *Rabble, or mix'd Multitude of People, 
(hich by 'favenal, i +a Poet, is in 


7 


theſe Verſes nored, viv. ning, bei 1 


by x ramen. ut lang? ret, Fa revoluge ,, Pit 
men, ab infami Geptem deducis Alo: N s 
| Majorum primus quiſqui is fait ille taorum, | 
Aut Ale, Fuit, « aut illad BY dicere nolo, 
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he fir divided ee ee an Tribe 
into ten Curia, and each Caria into ten De- 
curia, over which were appointed diſtinct Of. 
ann r og: member 4 1 "Our 
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rie, the Lands were divided into 0 


and — for — — In all 


matters of Importance,” for many years the 
People voted according to the Curie; and what 


 regkog?d the Reſolyrion of the, whole Allem 
bly; each fingle Man having a Vote: and 


alſo. another Diviſion of the People, according 
to their Honour: and Dignity, vir. into Fa- 
 triciaps| and Plektians ; the former, as being 
elder. and more nobly deſcended, had the care 


af Religious Rites, bore Offices of Magiſtra- 


ey, adminiſtred Juſtice, and were Aſſiſtants 
to the King in the Government: The latter 


tilled the Ground, fed the Cattle, followed 
” rades, and the like, bur had not the. leaſt 
| ſhare in the Government, for fear of the In- 


7 )- un of a popular State. The Pa. 


alſo were call'd Patrons, as having cer- 


tain of the Plebeii recommended to their Pro- 


tection; (which was done to bind the Prin- 


 Cipal each to the other, and was an Obliga- 


tion as effectual as any Conſanguinity or Al- 


liance whatſoever :)- and the Pleloii thus re- 
| a nem aged 1 their = were calbd Cli: 5 
T.. a2 Fats: 27 | 


the major part of the Curia agreed to, was 
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lence: aroſe; the Comitis Curiare,, ; He, made 


ID 
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"A oft 


1 ſeripts; theſe were call'd' Patres minor 


„ tber, Ard 
to treat them ctvily, it was the Gle / of tlie 
Nobility. "After this Rowulut choc 4 Rui: 
dred Men out of the Farriisto aft ro in the 
Government. This Number he call'd 2% 
nate; either from their Age or Virtüe, of 2. 
fnendo, becaufe nothing was rranfacied with. 
ont their Fermiſfion. But afterwards,” the 


Subimer being ingrafred into the Common 


wealth, and both' Nations uniteck into one, 
he choſe another hundred out of the moſt Ab. 
ble of the Sahines, and atded them to che 88. 
nate, which now conſiſted of 200 Perfons, 


| Ferquinits Priſcas (or as fotiie- other would 
rather have it, Brurur) addłd to them another 


x60, choſen our of the Plebeity which made b 
the Numbet of the Senite 300. Andd as thoſe 
of Rome Creation wee calbd Purer Cope 

1 . 
_ or Senators of the meaner ſort of the'Peb- 
| Valerits + Pdplicola, after tlie Kings were 


| ANA out, choſe 164 of the Order of Cen · 


tlemen, to fill up the Places of ſo many Senn. 


tors ſlain” by Targquinits Saperble, who were 


call Aaltethh, or Nen choſen. For after the 
* wid. libs 2. 3 b. 10 3 5. 14. 0 5785-5 
2 Hog 35- cap.) * Lib. 2. 1 p. „ | 
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2 Iiſolution of 8 h AS: _ 
.to be, wiſe, aged, and of approved Honeſty, 
be enrolled into the Senate, as into the moſt 
| grave and reverend Council. Ihe firſt Foun - 
dations of the Roman Commonwealth. being 
thus laid, the Citizens of Rome, deſcended of 
the Stock of Senators (Who before had borne 
che chief and greateſt Honours). were by the 
Dictators, Cenſprs, or Triumvirs, created Se- 
nators, and afterwards alſo of the Order of 
Gentlemen or Knights (which, was Ordo E- 
gear] were call dl into the Senate. 80 that 
it is not to be. doubted but that thoſe Who 
were of the Orders of the Patricii and Sena- 


tors, were ennobled thereby. But concern- 
ing the Order of the Gentlemen or Knights, 
or the Equeſtrian. Order, -ſome there be who 
make. queſtion, and think that the Romas 
Gentlemen or Knights, held the middle place 
betwixt the Patricii (or thoſe. Who were de- 
ſcended from Senators) and the Plebeii r 
common People: for Tacitus calleth*them 140, 
tres or Men of Note. Martial alſo calleth 
the Order of Gentlemen or Enights, the lef- 
ſer Order; and the Order of Senators, and of 
thoſe who were deſcend ed of Senators, the 
greateſt Order. But to Sive a 5 more 
LS 03 at 4 bent ö 


2 TA. SF) 12 * 
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* 


Ch. 4. 05 he? „ Komen Nobility. | 
light into this Equeſtrian Order, take 8 
follows out of :Echard's Roman; Hiſtory* : Theſe 
Equites were firſt inſtituted by Romulus, aud 
tho they were originally in the Common- 
wealth, yet had they no particular Authority, 
Rank or Order, till this Law of, Gracchas, 
whereby i it. was enaQed, that thoſe Judgments 
' (ſpeaking a little before of transferring the 
Tower of judging corrupt Officers from the 
Senators to the Equites or Gentlemen or 
Knights) ſhould be peculiar to them. 80 that 
| whereas at firſt there were only two Orders 
or Ranks, vis. Patrician and Plebeian (which 
through the Incroachments of the People were 
afterwards diſtinguiſh'd only into Senatorias 
and Plebeian) ſo by this Law, and eſpecially 
by the Procurement of Cicero, the Equites 
afterwards became a diſtinct Order. And 
thus now the Roman Citizens conſiſted of three 
Ranks or Orders; vir. I. The Senatorian, which 
included all the Patricii, and ſuch of the Plebeii 
as could riſe to be Senators. 2. The Plebeian, 
which ſtill continued the ſame as formerly. 5 
And 3. The Equeſtrian, which before had al- 
ways been included in the Plebeian, and had 
been diſtinguiſh'd by their 55 of Service. 
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1 Folk libs 2. cap. 10. 7 242, 243. TS ET 
Many 


began in Rome, it is not manifeſt.” 
_ writeth, thar it had been for a long 


. 


us of the 57 Roman Nail: 


45 
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| = Many vr of opinion, char Nobility i 


given among che Romans, by beſtowing upon 
them Rings of Gold; 284 moſſt certain it is, 
that ſuch a Giſt of Rings, as transfer d the 
State and Condition of x Preecbora Man to 
thoſe to whom they were ſo given, was com- 
mon amangſt them, wirhout which Free 
Iſtate ne Romer was deem'd capable of No. 
bility: But when the uſe of Rings of Gold 1 


Badge or -Cognizance of thoſe, who were a- 
bout to go Ambaffadors to foreign Nations, 


our them: 8 nor was it the Manner and Faffion 


112 1 2 1 2 
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7 „ Plinig eee PREP he Elder, born ar — lived 
In the: firſt 4 temp. V eſpaſiani & Titi, His Merit gain d him: the 


| Flour of both thefe Brinces; who employ'd him on ſFotral Occaſions; 
but he found tim to compoſe his Natural Hiſtory, , which-. 
4 37 Books. He writ, beſs 


he Hiſtory of Na "ho 5 0 1 
ius Secundus, the Wars of Germany, and other things, 20h 3 
"are loft, The Irruption of Mount Veſuvius was fatal to him; for 
ing tos near to obſerve it; he was ſuffocated with the 


- Soak and Flames. The Edition o Pliny was publiſb d 
F. Hardouin az Paris, in * quarto, 1685. Thi 1 Ply or 


Eerms. un. There: was: another Pliny, ©. Cæcilius Secuntus; ſarmam? 

Young, of 57 „ Nephew to ours, and adopted by 2 po ther 4575 | 

Ks as he banal gef orb. He lived 76 by * 
Quintilian's Diſc He ꝛbas raiſe Erpperor: 

Frag 52 to the higheſt 2 ; whilſt Conſul, he pronount 'd i 


the Senate the Panegyrick upon Trajan, which' is been d bis: 
terpiece : his Epiſtles alſo-are-very- witty , contain d in 


21᷑0 Books, The Lives Fu. Luſtrious Men a mib attribute to 
1 N . 


und that the reſt of the Senators: were witl- 


5 cu Oi te ff Roman Nau, 4: 
for any-ocher to uſe them, than ſuch as had 
for that cauſe publickly receiy d them. And 
I fuck Gold Rings they uſed only abroad, 1 
I Hoo Ringgat home in their Houſes, + 
| _,-Zut afterwards the Cuſtom, of ——— 
5 Gold Rings began to be uſed by, all the Nos. 
bility, as Tias Livius (Prince of the Raman 
I Hiſtorians) wWiteth in his ninth. Book, | in 
des Words, vic. That the Senate burnt with 
BN fuch. Rage and Diſdain, becauſe Cogins, Flay 
le A n. was made . 


BS „ Tirys Livius, 4 e, Uiſerian, Native, of Jadua 
3 to Rome, Ae 5% brs + Merit be ſoon e at N 


5 au. one. By this Prince's Favour, he was. helpad 10 —_ 
| full Memoirs for the Compoſ ſure 0 F his Hi ory : ; whereof he wrote 


part at. — 8 the rofl at aples, 3 — ta. wank dro 
f js Int ion 
Sometimes with leſs les, e. FI * N 325 2 e 5 


returns to his Bi 
Tiberius's Reign, . Padre Ovich died (as Euſebius 
ohſerv 4. His Hiftory, e Lezan yn les the me! ation of Rome, 
T_T ati the ates, bu of Druſus in 4 Nee di- 
into Decades into 140 9 whereof” we. have but 
269 #4 "hes ful » order nite: te ont the end Decade, 
d 'we have 15 1 third, fourth, and one of. the. f — 
55 found a Worms jo Simon G and ſince pw} 5. ; 
gioning of. 0426 Rich: ty aniongft the; Mamiſcriges of h 
ret? 9-4 of Cambery, "Be ore this Hiſtory, he wrote ſome Philo- 


Dialogues, (era ding. 75 Seneca; he” dedicarti16 1 
„ . C; 5 1 
diles were at 4 Min hers 5,49 A Hine of. The Tri- | 3 
wal ut afterwards 22 dibus ei 4h 84 ' chew Offite 1 
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25 of the e R Na Nit). h 
that many of the Nobility thereupon _ 
aſide their Gold Rings, and the Trappings of 
their Horſes; wherein Plizy witnefſeth many 
to be deceived; who think thoſe of the Order of 
Gentlemen'to have then done the ſame. For 
that (faith he) is alſo added; but the Trap-' 
pings were alſo laid aſide, for which the Name 
6f Gentlemen is put too. It is alſo recordec 
| In'the'Aritals, that Rings were then laid a 
dy the Nobility,” but not by the whole Senate 
in general Whereby it is manifeft that the | 
Gentlemen then had no right to wear if K : 
and that it belong'd to the N obility only, 4. e. 
to the Patricii and the Senators, altho they 
were not themſelves Patricii, i. e. deſcended 
bk Senators; becauſe the nir of a Sena 
. tor gave beginning to Nobility. 
But when judicial Cauſes were e 
from the Senate to the Gentlemen, the uſe of 
Rings alſo paſs d together to them all; Which 
Was not then ſo much the Cognizance of Gen- 
tlemen, as it was of Judges, and yet not of all | 
of them, but of thoſe who were of the grea- 
teſt Dignity and Honour. Rings (faith Fi) 
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28 Ch. 4. * the CR Roma Nabil 29 
rily placd a middle and third Order or De- 
gree of Men, betwixt the common People, 
and the Senators or Fathers; ; and that Name 

which Horſes of Service before gave to Men, 
the Judges now give to Mony: nor was that 
long ago done; for Auguſtus the Emperor 
diſpoſing of the Courts, the major part of the 
f Judges wore Iron Rings, and were not calbd 
Egaites (or Gentlemen) but Tadices (or Judges), 
the Names of Equites (or Gentlemen) reſting 
in the Troops: 'of.publick Horſes.” But after- 
wards in the ninth. Year of the Reign of Ti- 
berius, when the Order of Gentlemen was 
come into an Union (for ſo he termeth it) 
ſuch care was taken for the Credit of wearing 
of Rings, as that they ſhould be common to 
all Gentlemen. And at length (aith he) wen 
Caius Sulpitius Galba, going about to gain the 
Þ Credit of a youthful good Name with his 
Prince (by the Fines of Taverns and Victual- 
© ling-Houſes) had complain'd in the Senate, 
that even Chapmen and Pedlars were defen- 
| ded from the Penalties of ſuch their Miſde- 
meanors by the wearing of Rings; it was 
for this cauſe by the Senate decreed, that it 
' ſhould not be lawful for any Man to wear a I 
wa but 8281 who ue free · born 9975 oy, 
| his 4 
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fide Was valued at 40 * Stfeftes; ant 
by the Law Fulvis contething the Theatit, = 
to-liich as had place, and ſate in one of te 


bourteen Orders or Degree. 


Hefte it came to paſs; that they feem'd tt 
be of the Order 6f Geatlettien who wore Gold 1 
Kits, ſinee it was nor lawful for any ſo to 
dcs, but ſuch as had a Gèentleman's Subſtante. 


Aſbmole tells us in theſe words: At length 


& Miles, Mr. Seldes faith in his Tirles of He 


the Feodal Lis of . Empite a Gentleman, | 


as the word Gentleman is ſightfy*d by Nobis) 
the Jus Annulorum, the Right of wearing Gold 
Rings became promiſcuous. And therefore 


n, 1 ee that baer Caſr, when in 
e e 
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7 4 Roman/Knight's Eftate was 3125 l. 


* Hiſtory of the Garter, 8 uo Edit, p. 10, Sett. 7. 


5 Suetonius (C. Tranquillus) the Hiſtorian, was the San of Sue- 
tonius Lenis, Tribune, Commander or Brigadier of the third Legiot 
under Otho.  'He was in good efteem under Trajan 


n, 
2 and. was Secretary of State to the latter of theſe: Some ſay this =_ 


2 was taken from him, by being thought too 


the Empreſs Sabina ; which Difgrace moved. him o 
| ſermething that might be of publick ae; and therefore he i 


/ Freed-Men being creartd Knights (add Eu 
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Finger of his let Hand, and: faid, that he 
+ willingly for their ſakes be content to 
75 off his own Ring, was thought in ſo 

z covertly to have promisꝰd to every one 


d the Subſtance of a Gentleman. But after 
. was permitted to all Gentlemen indif- 
ferently to wear them, that Mark (faith Pli- 
xy) began to be indifferently of all Men de- 
fired; for before, Gentlemen and Judges were 
known by their Iron Rings: but at length, 
whilft the Order of Gentlemen was ſeparated 
from the free-born Men, the wearing of 
Rings was allowed to thoſe who were 
Bondmen, and of fervile Condition, i. e. 
ſuch as were of Bondmen and Slaves 
become free. However, this Right of wear- 
eB N 0 i Was d in antient 


nn EI 3a 2 
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| Profit Fane Pleaſure. Pliny | junior was one of Fr, moſt intimate 
Friends; Beſides this, he writ alſo a Treatiſe: de Claris Gramma- 
ticis, and another of the Rhetoricians; '#he greateſt part of which 
= 7s wanting, 4s alſo of that Treatiſe of his, which" contain the 
ws Lives of! the' Poets: for that of Terence. (as Donatus -own})' is in 
( anner wholly his; and thoſe of Horace, Lucan, Juvenal and 
Perſius, are probably hit tod. But be that as it will, 'tis wery pro» 
HE Gable . Jerom made Suctonius's Model for his Treatiſe de Scrip- 
toribus'Eccleſiafticis. Many other of his pieces are likewiſe” loft, 
nme 20 4 
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if them: the right of wearing a Gold Ring, 
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i eee 
Times to be given to any other, but ſuch as 

bad beha ved themſelves manfully and valiant- 
l in the Wars: Nor was the Right of wear- 
ig a Gold Ring ever given to ſuch as were 
= of Bondmen made free, unleſs they were alſo 
© - * declar{Freemen born; which was in antient 
dee a Privilege not to be granted but by the 
Prince. And it was always in antient time 
accounted a greater matter; to. be a Freeman 
born, than to be rewarded with the Right of 
| Wearing a Gold Ring: for that ſneweth us, 
exen from our Birth, to be Freemen- born; 
EE | whereas this Right of wearing of a Gold Ring 
1 either indeed blotteth out, or, as much as it 
E can, waſheth away the Stains of Servitude; 
yet ſo, as that the ſight thereof for ever re · 
maineth. But the creating or reſtoring a 
Man to Gentility, appr oacheth nearer to Na- 
ture, which brings along with it all the Com- 
modities and Advantages of natural N obility ; 
and to reſtore again Men baniſh'd or caſt into 
Exile, to their former Eſtate and Place, be- 
long' d only to the Prince: who being ſo re- 
ſtor'd to their Blood or Birthright, were not 
_ only ingrafted into the Number of the Ci- 
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Quiriter; that ſo they might be Partakers of 


all the Honours and Offices of the Common- 
wealth: and therefore Pliny calleth it Jus | 


5 1 i. e. "ths i 2 eee of nz 


— | 

There was 4 li ameügſe "y Antics: a cer- 
tain Right of having Images or Statues, which 
was by the Senate given to ſuch as had re- 


| markably borne ſome great Office, or wor- 


thily deſerv'd ſome great Honours ;' which 
was not ſo much for the Mark and Sign of 
Nobility, as of the Stock and Family to 
which they were given: For they, who ob- 
tain'd' Statues for their Stock and Family, 
undoubtedly brought thereunto Nobility alſo. 
And what greater or more excellent thing 
there was, than to have the Right and Power 
of uſing Statues and Images (after the man- 


ner before related) I know not. Pliny thus 


writeth ; Apud majores Imagines in Atriis erant, 
que Jpettarentu r, expreſs vultus ſi fingulis diſpone- 
bantur Armariis, ut eſſent Imagines, que comi- 
tarentur gentilis' Fanera,' ſemperq, defuntto' ali- 
900g totus aderat Familie * ui PO Fa- 
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. 85 all 4, People F LEN were called, ou þ the Union, nf the | 
tuo Nations of the Romans and Sabines. 
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erat populus  Stemmats vero lineis e 
| 7 Init Pietas; Tablina vero Codicibys im- 
plebantur, &  Monumentis rerum, & Magiſtra- 
aum geſtorum. Engliſh'd thus: In the time 
ol our Anceſtors, Images and Statues were 

© in their Courts to be ſeen, | lively Counter- 
« feits and Protraitures were in all their Stu- 
© dies: and Cloſets, placed, to the end that 
© there, might be ill Images to attend and 
t fet forth the Funerals of ſuch as were to be 
© buried of that Stack and Family. And al 
Ways, when any Gentleman of Note and 
Mark died, all the whole Race of thoſe who 
were then living of that Houſe and Stock 
© accompany?d the dead Corps: and from 
4 their Arms Lines were dra wn along to the 
1 painted Images of tho whoſe, Arms they 

were. As for their Studies and - Cloſets, 
6 ment were full of Books and Records, teſt 
© fying the noble Acts by them worthily per- 
s 9 and the honourable Offices by them 
in the State and Commonwealth borne and 
8 diſcharged, whilſt they yet lived. Where⸗ 
by it is declar'd, that Statues and Images were 
rather the Signs of ſome great Office well 
diſcharg'd, than of any Nobility. Nor were 


5 al the Images of all who were of the Stock 
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and Race of thoſe to whom the Right of 1 
mages belong d, wont to be carried at the 
Funeral Solemaities of their Kinſmen, but on- 
ly the Images of thoſe who with great Praiſe 
and Glory had borne and diſcharg'd ſome ho- 
nourable Ba and who had of the Senate 


obtain'd that Right and Privilege. 


For which reaſon Cicero reckoneth up this 


| Right, of having Images, amongſt the Orna- 


ments of Magiſtracies ; ſuch as are Toga,. the 


Gown, Pretexta, the Senator's Robe, and Sei- 


la Caralis, the Chair of State; and to have 
the Preeminence to deliver ones Mind and 


Opinion firſt: All which things paſs'd not to 
their Poſtexity, ſo that they might uſe the 


ſame in ſuch fort as the Nobility of thoſe who 
had been Conſuls, Prætors, and ſuch like did: 
which the Roman Laws would have to de- 
ſcend unto their Nephews in theſe Degrees, 
that as well the Women as the Men, unto the 
Nephew's Son, ſhould be accounted of the 
ſame Dignity that their Anceſtors were of. 
In ſhort, he who had brought the Right of 
having Images into his Family, is to be 
thought to have done no more, but that his 
own Image n be carry'd forth at his 
own Ro, ond and che Funerals. of thoſe of 
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the firſt Roman Nobili. 
own Stock and Kindred, and not that the 
Images of his Poſterity ſhould alſo in ſuch 
Funeral Solemnity be carried; but only the 
Images of thoſe who had gotten the like 
Right. And theſe Images were kept at home 

in their Houſes, and carried forth at the Fu- 
nerals of thoſe of their Houſe and Stock, for 
an Example of the noble Acts by them done. 
But concerning Images and Statues many x 
thus think, that they who had the Images 


of their Anceſtors were accounted and call'd Ki 
antient Noblemen ; and they, Who had but BW B. 
only their own mages, were reputed and m 
call'd new Noblemen. But ſuch, who had . 
neither Images of their own, nor of their in 
Anceſtors, were reckon'd baſe and ignoble: Se 
And yet they of the common ſort of the Peo- pri 
ple, who had obtain*d the Offices {(call'd Ca-. de. 
rules, or of the Ivory Chair of State) had al- ©/ 
ſo their Images. Thus much of the Right WW Dj 
of Images and Statues: Now wich bs re- ¶ we 
turn to Romulus. ſor 


= Romulus (as I formerly obſerv d) 'thiving for 
1 divided the People into two Degrees or Or- wh 
I ders, 'viz. the Order of the Senators, and of up, 
the common Perſons; calling the Progeny of W and 
1 the firſt, Patricios ws cpu (or the :Pro- MW By; 

> „„ | fo geny 


3 


geny cg hs Fathers and of the Nobility) and 
the Progeny of the latter, Plebeios (or a Pro- 
geny deſcended from the vulgar and com- 
mon fort of People) made alſo a Diſtinction 


void Tautology and vain Repetition) I ſhall 
not here ſet down. 

Thus much I may ſay, and which before 
1 have not remark'd, that Romulus would 
not permit the Romans themſelves to exerciſe 


manner of Gain, as unbecoming ſuch who 
were Fathers in the Commonwealth: Nor 
in antient time could any one be choſen a 
Senator, or one of the Patricii, but by an ex- 
preſs Law to that end and purpoſe propoun- 
ded to the People, which was the greateſt 
Office belonging to a King, a Conſul, or a 
Dictator. But in what things the Patricii 
were diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe of the common 
ſort of People, is by many Examples try'd; 

for the Patricii, who excell'd in Nobility, and 
who were honeſtly begotten, and well brought 
up, had a Tablet or Jewel upon their Breaſts, 


vs : * 
- 
4 
; * 3 3 . ee , 
4 e J 
8 7 * : 5 6 OS es 
pt. ; 5 128 - Fs Foo Maca, « 
: I LE; 4 CCG - 8 . 
b * Es | 3 8 N 
7 \ : . FX q 3 8 uh is. k EI age 4 - 
3 4 eg + 3 a * * 8 r * / . * Y 3 | 2 2 
N a% FER . W * r 8 433 Ls 5 Lot 
. oe 4 PFF 27 a HERS. WT | 3 - Sal 5 1 HET BY n " 4 ö [4 
J ²˙¹1 ¹ ü EN, FRE 27; E A © Fe af nk 1 . 12 2 3 * 1 
2 : L 8 3 e ne CES, hos - va r Mw”, 8 1 ; 2 - : 3 7 15 
8 128 n NN r yn o © ON PNPM, A has cot act 1 » = 007-21 


of the fo „ 


of their Offices and Vocations, which (to a- 


any baſe Trade, or laborious and painful 
Buſineſs; and forbad them alſo all diſhoneſt 


and little Moons on their Feet, uſing Ivory 
Buckles, crooked 5 wi like the Moon : 3 
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( 

| * this, they ſay, was ordain'd by Me 1 , 
as if by the Character of the Moon the numi- 
ber of a hundred had been deſign'd and fi- 
gur'd, in which number the Senators were ] 
then contain'd. But the Tablet they wore 1 
was of Gold, made in form of an Heart, \ 
wherewith they of antient time were repor- t 
ted to have alſo ſeald their Letters; which WW 0d 
Tablet free-born Boys, and the Sons of ſuch 'M- t 
as had ſerv'd on horſeback, us'd to wear, to- 1 
gether with the embroider'd Gown, calld t 
Pratexta, until they were fourteen Years old; 1 
which time being expired, they then in a I 
ſolemn Feaſt hang'd it up to their Houſhold, 4 
or Hearth-Gods, whom they call'd 5 Wy b 
Every honourable and noble Youth wore this n 
Prætexta, or embroider'd Gown, about his I 


Coat ; but after Childhood paſt, this Pretexta MM tc 
being left off in the 17th, ſometimes in the E 
16th, and alſo 15th Year, they put on the i © 
Gown, call'd Toga Virilis, or Man's Gown": WW 
That which was embroider'd with Purple b 
was given only to thoſe, whoſe Fathers had * 
borne the great Offices (call'd Curules) or 1 1 
bone other great Honours, The Order of MW 


| Gentlemen, and the common ſort of people yy 
in antient time, wore no Purple. The Gar- | 
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ment of the Tribune of the People, and of 
the Commonalty, was a Cloke, ſuch as they 
call'd, Sagi, Endromides, & Cuculli, Caſſocks, 
ae and Clokes with Hoods. But in 
ſucceeding times the Commoners indeed did 
wear Purple, but different from that which 
the Senators wore, viz. of a dark Colour, and 


dy'd with the Juice of Herbs, and not with 
the right Hrian Purple Dye. Beſides, the 


Patricii, by the Inſtitution of Romulus, had 
the Auſpicia, or Offices of Divination, belong. 


ing to them, and the Senate the Offices of the 
Prieſthood. But this Ordinance (as Dionyſins 


Halicarnaſſeas ' faith) laſted not long, all things 


being made common with thoſe of the Com- 


monalty ; and leſt any Man ſhould think the 


Dignity of the Parricii, and of the Senators, 
to be the ſame, Tacitus reporteth, that the 


Emperor Claudius ſelected out of the Senate 


| every One of the moſt antient ſort of the Se- 
nators into the number of the Patricii, there 
being now but a few left of thoſe Families 
which Romulus call'd Majorum, and by Brutus, 
Majorum Gentium. But what the Reader will 
ar wooder Ab | it, r the Ne _ 
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2 ago as 71 was a pg over 


from the State of a Commoner to the Degree 


of one. of the Patricii ; ſo divers of the Patri- 


ris alſo went over to the. Commonalty, and 


became one of their number. The Election 


of the Senators, according to the Alterations 


and Changes of Times, belong'd ſometimes 
to the Kings, afterwards to the Conſuls, and 


to the Dictators. After the Diſſolution of 


the Kingly Government, we read, that the 
Conſuls choſe ſuch of the Patricii as were 


| deareſt to them, and afterwards ſome of the 
wk Commoners alſo, to be Tribunes of the Sol- 
diers, with Conſulary Power; until it was 


by the Law provided, that the Cenſors ſhould 
Ward by Ward make choice of them in the 
Senate. Not long after a Subſtance was re- 
quir'd for the creating of a Senator,; and if 


8 he who was ſo choſen did afterwards waſte | 


and weaken his faid Subſtance, he 25 alſo 
his Order and Degree. 

| Hence *tis manifeſt, that the Roman N obi 
lity was eſtabliſh'd in the L Dignity of the Pa- 


| triti, and of the Senators; which, not to 


have been deny'd to the Order of ths Gen- 


dlemen may be gather'd from what follows, 


tho others be of ner Sie man Dionyſius 
Word 5 : SD g A 


* 
"5 


Ch. 0 
Helicarnaſſews (whoſe Teſtimony. I once before 4 
made uſe of) affirmeth, that three hundred 
Gentlemen were 1 — by Romulus out of 
the moſt honourable Families, ten out of eve- 
ry Ward. Some of the Gentlemen were ſuch 
as ſerv'd upon a publick Horſe, altogether in 


F the wp Ws Nabil 4 


the City ; others of them were ſuch as ſery'd 


on a, private Horſe in the Army abroad. 
The publick Horſe the Cenſor appointed; 
publick Horſemen or Gentlemen he created, 


as well out of thoſe who were deſcended from 
the Senators, as out of the Commonalty, who 


at length, for their Subſtance, were created 


alſo, as weregthe Senators ; but a Gentleman' 8 
Subſtance was 400000 Seſterces, which bei 

conſum'd and ſpent, the Reputation and Dig. 
nity of a Gentleman therewith alſo ended. 
Iſdore (an Author quoted by Plizy) writeth, 
that altho a Man were by Birth a Senator? O 


Son, yet until he came to lawful Years, he 
was but a Roman Gentleman, and fo after- 


wards came. into the Order of the Senators. 


Livy introduceth Perſeus King of Macedon, 
ſpeaking thus; viz. Equites Romani Principes 


Juventutis, Equites Seminarium Senatus ; inde- 


lectos in patrym numerum Conſules, inde Impe- 
Tatores erant. * 98 Roman Gentlemen (ſaith 


"bode 


, 


T 


5 
= 
F 4 


- 
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he) are the Princes of the Youth, the Gen 
0 tlemen are the Seminary of the Senate; out 
of them being choſen into the number of 


* the Fathers, they create their Confuls, out 


© of them they create their Generals,” The 
Romas Gentlemen wore the Robe of State; 


nor could any Man be of the Order of the 


Gentlemen of Rome, unleſs free-born. Where. 
fore to be a Roman Gentleman was ſomewhat 
a greater matter than ſimply to be a Free- 
man born: Yet Pliny writeth, that the wear- 


ing of Rings inſerted and put a' middle and 
third Order into the People, and that they 


began to be every where renow#'d; and that 
they divided the other Order dem the vul- 
gar Fre of the People, or the Commonalty. 


As if he had ſaid, that the Gentlemen at firſt 


were Eoedinioners, but afterwards Men of 
better Note; which (according to the words 


of Iſdore before recited) may ſeem to be com- 


par'd to the Senators Children, who were 
rank d amongſt the Equites,” or Gentlemen, 
until they arriv'd to the Senator's Age. 


In the Queſtion. of Nobility, not only the 
Ignorant, but even the Learned alſo much 


err, whilſt they agree not upon the proper 


. eee of "theſe words; Ss Nobi- 
. 5 | on 


I Ch. of oY the 5K We \ Nob: | 43 
*, Gineroſus, Nobilis, Ingenuas, Gentilis'; 
at that is, Honour of Birth, Nobility, a Get: 
of W tleman, a Nobleman, a Man free-born, a 
at W Gentleman: for whilſt they interpret due, 
ne (the Greet word) Nobilitas (in Latin) and 
F with us Nobility, the more general word is 
16 brought in place inſtead of the more parti- 
e- cular; or, as the Logicians expreſs it, Genus 
At pro ſpecie : For Eugenia, or Honour of Birth, 
e- is but one kind of Nobility, call'd Native, 
r- WH and not all kind of Nobility, requiring a exe 
ad tain Antiquity of Stock, Riches and Vertues, 
ey WH as Ariſtotie would have it, whoſe words are, 
at MW viz. Non divites, neq; boni, ſed qui 4 virtuti- 
II- bus, divitiis, vel antiquis bonis deſcenderunt, Eu- 
y. genes ſunt habendi: Not the Rich only, nor 
Te © the Good alone, but they who have deſcen- 
of MW © ded from Vertues, Riches, and good Ancef. 
ds tors, are to be accounted Noblemen born. 
n. Of this Eugenia, or Native N obility, all 
re Ages have beſt thought, but yet not ſo, as 
n, that all the Right of Nobility ſhould be 
| grounded upon it : for a Man may be noble, 
altho he be not Eugenes, or from Nobles de- 
| ſcended; yea, he may be more honourable _ 
than he who is deſcended, tho nor fo antient 

. a Gentleman. As a new-made Earl compar'd 
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with an Eſquire of a moſt antient Family: 
as Agathocles of a Potter made a King. What 
were Romulus, Tullus Fe and Tarquinius 
Priſcus? 
But now to ſearch out the signification of 
: aforeſaid words; the Romans divided their 
People i into Freemen and Slaves; of Freemen, 
ſome were of bond Slaves made free (whom 
they call'd Libertini) others were Freemen 
born (whom they call'd Ingenui.) The Li- 
| bertini were Citizens of Rome, who were 


three ways manumiz'd, or made free, viz. 


by Will or Teſtament, or in the open Aſſem- 
bly of the People, or before ſome publick 
Magiſtrate, who had power ſo to do. And 
| hereupon probably in antient time, when 
this our Kingdom was much oppreſs'd with 
ſervile State and Condition, the word Franck- 
lin, for a Man made free or enf ..nchis'd, Was 
in uſe; except it be thought rather to have 
been us'd for a free-born Man. i 
But they were call'd Ingenui, or Koo eb 
Men, who neither themſelves nor their An- 
| ceſtors had ever ſerv'd as Slaves ; and their 
Anceſtors they reckon'd up even from To, 


| Graodſagher, ak Pay be read in Livy). 
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Freedom of Birth open'd a way to all De 
grees of Honours, Which (even as Political 
Nobility) were either Native or Dative, i. . 


by Birth or Gift. Dative Freedom was by 


certain Magiſtrates given, and at length only 
by Princes themſelves ; and that two manner 


of ways: the one ſecterly, and not fo plainly : 


by the Gift of a Ring; the other more ex- 


preſly by Name, and perfectly, by reſtoring 
of Men to their Birth or Blood. And where- 
as Men of ſervile Condition were but by one 


Name'call'd and known, free-born Men, and 


Nen of free Eſtate and Condition, had two - 
or more Names. And the Name which they - 


took from their Stock or Family, is calPd 
| Gemile, or proper to thoſe of that Race or 


Kindred. 'N evertheleſs, it is to be noted, 


that Names given by chance ſometimes be. 
come proper to a Stock or Family. As Tal- 


lius was a Name proper and peculiar to a 


Family, but Cicero was a Name gotten by 
chance, and feign'd of the Pulſe calPd Cicer, 
(or Chich-peaſe) the Form whereof one of that 


Family had upon the end of his Noſe, who 


thereof was firſt ſo ſirnam'd: but that ſame 
Name of Cicero began to be Gentile, or proper 


to egg en, as to Cicero the hae i 


46 ( 1 _ Roman N. 


themſelves Patricii, or deſcended from the 
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Brother, and their Poſterity. Tuch i in his To- 
picks defineth Gentiles eſſe qui eodem inter ſe 
font Nomine, qui ab Ingenais oriundi ſunt, 400 
rum majarum nemo ſervitutem ure or Ca 
e aue ſunt diminuti. 

They .wbo were call d Gentiles (or of the 
fame. Stock or Family) were of neceſſity to Wl - 
he deſcended from Ingenui, or free-born Men; ih © 
for of Slaves, or thoſe whom they call'd Ii. In 
bertini, or Men of Slaves made free, there is pl 
no. Stock or Family. Wherefore the Right Wl G 
of Gentility, or of having. of a Stock and Fa- 
mily, altho it was different from Nobility, $1 
yet it is not to be doubted, but that it was 
in great Eſteem and Reverence among the 
Romans, and that they deſir d above all thing Ml © 
to be call'd Gentiles, as Men deſcended of 0 
good Stock or Kindred; which Dall hath 
even to this day polſeſdd all bh d vim 

For amongſt the Venetiaus they are call d 
| Gentilbwomini, who derive their Stock from 
the firſt Inhabitants of that Iſland, 5 Who are 


Senators; and that word Gentil huomo, as it 
were by hand deliver'd from the Jralians to 
the Frenchmen, from the Frenchmen removed 
to us, ad at W e with the new 

place 
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place of dwelling, hath begun to put a pew 


Signification, differing from that which Gn. 


tilis or Gentilitas Was oh, ag 150 _— 
Romans. 
For that is alle which ſame; wn they rt 
_ too, have deliver'd, iz, That Gentility 
was proper only to the Patricii; ſince it was 


common to the vulgar ſort of People (as was 
Ingenuity it ſelf) as appeareth by this one 
place of Suetonius, viz. Patricia Gens Claudia 


(fuit etiam & alia Plebeia nec potentia minor nes 
dignitate) ortu eſt in Regillis. * The Claudian 
Stock and Family, of the Order of the Patricis 

© (for there was another Houſe of them alſo 
4 of the Commonalty neither in Power or 
© Dignity inferior to the other) had its Riſe 


IR by that which Li writeth, vis. 
| lus. created an hundred Senators, 


em We c geen Uebe dar ag the 


greater Families:Y And Brutus another hun- 


dred allo, calfd Iliaarum Gentian (or of he 
leſſer Families.) But this proveth not that 


we muſt grant, that only they of the Order 


of the Patricii had a Stock and Family. Nei- 
ther did this ſo calling of them majorum & 
minorum Gentium, divide them from the com. 
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mon People, but themſelveß e 8 
ſelves only: for whereas they were all choſen 
of free - born Citizens (Who had their Stock 
and Family) yet ſuch of them as Romulus had 
created, brought the Honour of the Order of 
the Patricii ſooner into their Stock and Fa- 
mily, than they did, whom Brutus added and 
fitted to them. They are alſo call'd Gentiles, 
who in likeneſs of Name agree amongſt them. 
ſelves eee be no ew given E ed 
ber all.) 
* a Amongſt! tha aaa they n ab 
Game, i. e. Gentilis; not they who were 
join'd amongſt them ſelves in Stock or Blood, 
but were of thoſe ſort of People who divided 
into Wards, grew into a certxin Society ant 
Fellow ſhip amongſt themſelves; for amongſt 
the Athenians there were four Tribes, and 
every Tribe was divided into three Wards, 
which made twelve Wards; and: every Ward 
was divided into thirty Farts, which they 
call'd Gentes, or Kindreds. But to ſet this 
Matter in a clearer light, take what follows 
out of the Grecian Hiſtory it ſelf, in theſe 
N vis. ee the Raule een hehe 
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: ſettled a Form of Government ,amongſt the 


. Athenians, for the' better Adminiſtration. of 


; Juſtice, and the Prevention of Deceit, and 
m overreaching one another in Commerce, di- 
* vided them into four quaai or Tribes; each 
Tribe he ſubdivided into three parts, cal- 
5 led ps, % -, Or ꝙeg rei; and each of 
1 theſe into thirty ri, or, Families ; which, be- 


: ll <2uſe they conſiſted of thirty Men, were 
calPd owyonculor, and rer not from any 
„Relation to one another, but only becauſe 
they lived in the ſame Borough, and were 


+ C <ducared together, and join d in the fame 

3 Body or one. | But to return Wein to 

i the purpoſe.” 1 acl of viogg Finer 

6 Why . Stock or Fawily/ among che Bos 

: 0 mans is to be deriv'd from the Grandfather, 

my aor could conſiſt but in two at the leaſt, vir. 
2 q Grandfather and Father; ſome think the rea- 


ſon to be, becauſe the Latin word Gens fig- 


5 nifieth a Multitude, Which requireth more 
Uk than one: and yet Gens ſeemeth to be call'd 
of as it were Genus (i. e. a Stock or Kindred) - 
ad the Letter « being taken. away. However, 

" Wrheſe two words differ the one of them from 
che other, inaſmuch as Genus ſignifies a Stock 
= and Beginning ; but Gens importeth (as it 

9 . 5 E 3 | | 2 5 


95 Wy 555 Noe in Wh. 
2 — a certain Multitude of Srocks,: and of 


; Tang of Families and Houſes.. | 
- Tngenuity, or Freedom of Birth, had aha . 
Ornaments thereof from N ature and reſpec- WW | 
red Liberty, which it ſtill deriv'd from the Bi 
Grandfathers. But Gentility was a Matter 0 
of the Civil Law; and refer'd to the An- 5 
entueſs of Agnation, (or Kindred bythe Fa- „ 

- ther's ſide) differing from the other only in y 
Antiquity of Stock; for it is not needful to tu 
derive” or take Agnation farther than from lit 
the Father, which if it be ſo; then Gentility Ci 
and Nobility are not all one and che na 
thing: and they confound Gentility (where: M 
of the common Pgpple no leſs brag! and boaſt br 
than do the Nobleinen) with Nobility, who N 
deny him to be a Nobleman dy Birth, whoſe M. 
— was not noble. Neither agreę lia: 
they with themſelves, when they dare af to 
firm (but by what Authority I know not) val. 
Nobility, together With the Seed of the Pa. con 
rents, to be paſs'd over to their Poſterity, ac wel 

| _— to W int ine ; ceit. 
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And: thus out of Horate b e 10, 139 

CCC 
E in Juurncis, eſt in-Equis, 2 
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went about to ſtir up noble and courageous 


Civil, not Natural. And indeed of irratio- 


Men there is but one ſort: Hence as an Eagle 


Men are begotten of good Parents, and va- 
liant Men of valiant Fathers; and if this be 
to Mankind proper, why are not good and 
valiant Children begotten of good and valiant 
common Perſons alſo? for they are Men as 
well as the other. But nothing is more de- 
ceitful than this Rule; for through the. Cor- 
ruption of Man's Nature we ſee it often hap- 


Father, a Fool of a wiſe Man, and a Coward 
of a courageous Man. Nor is this any No- 


Wo 


By which PAY IEA the Learned k Son wc 
Youths to an Imitation of their Fathers Vir- 
tues; being otherwiſe not ignorant that N lobi 
lity, Whereof I treat, is a thing Political and 
nal Creatures there be divers kinds, but of | 


bringech not forth a Dove, ſo neither doth a 
Man beget a Hare. But admit that good 


pens, a prodigal Son to be born of a frugal 
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velty or new Matter, but ſuch as took: 150 
even in the firſt Depravity of human Na- 
ture. For curſed Cain was the firſt-begotten 

Son of Adam, the beſt of Fathers; and of him 
the ſame Man was good Abel begorten J. 
cob alſo and Eſau were the Twins of a moſt 
bleſſed Father: of which two, God loved the 
one, and hated the other. And if there be 
any thing of great Operation which is paſs'd 
over together with Man's Seed, it is alroge- 
ther Vice; ſo far off is it from being of any 
Virtue, which is ever with Labour and Study 
got, but never born. An Emperor for his 
bodily Subſtance is no better than another 
Man, and yet for the height of his Dignity, 
is moſt like to God. Demoſthenes:(the'famous 
Grecian Orator) faith alſo, wicked Sons (as it 
were by a certain fatal Deſtiny) may be born 
of good Parents. It is alſo commonly Laid 
in the Greet Proverb, The Misfortunes of the 
Worthies Sons. I might produce the Mathe- 
maticians and Aſtrologers Opinions herein, 
who affirm Nobility and Ignobility much 
more certainly to depend upon the Force and 

Influence of the Stars, thun the Conſtitution 
BS (gd Latente 1333 e 
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And yet the vulgar ſort (and not without 
cauſe) are apt to expect ſome greater thing 
in Princes Children than in poor Mens; of 
which their Hope and Expectation Ivete are 
many Reaſons alledg'd; as the great Means 
Noblemen have for the beſt bringing up and 
inſtructing of their Children, (for it Would be 
a ſhame to the Son, ſhould he degenerate 
from his Father's Nobility ) in ſhort, the 
Plenty of Kinſmen and Friends giving them 
good Counſel: Nor was the Poet's Mind any 20 
re a we mark hisCoticluſivn't” e ICH! 
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By: Wen s ingtaed or hidden Power he 
underſtands certain Seeds of Virtue, which 

by the Goodneſs of Ged alone, are yet in 
Man's Nature, which become not otherwiſe 
fruitful than the Seeds of Herbs do, accordi ing 

to the Manner and Faſhion they are manur'd þ 
and order'd with: 80 that a Man well 
brought up may much more eaſily obtain 
deen pre * bans chan a Man % 
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And ch. refore ee e benin, 
why know nothing more than their Beaſts 
and Cattel, ſeem rather rude Sylyans; than 
Men; whereas others born in better place, 


: : even in the ſame Schools, and ſame Studies, 


ſtrive with Noblemens Children (and would 
to; God they did not) een 
S "Wh and Commendation. | 62 8 5 

Other Reaſons yet male; ati; prove 
political Nobility not to be a thing ſubſtan 
tial, hut / merely accidental; ſince it may be 
both preſent and ahſent without the Inter: 
ruption of the Subject whereof it depended; 
ſio that the Paſſage thereof may he obſtructed 
by the Commiſſion of ſome heinous; Offence. 
It is alſo loſt by voluntary departing from, 
on relinquiſhing of the ſame; (fer Muturan 
expelles Furca licet uſq; rerurret) which wwe read 
to have been done f hy many of the Roma 


Puatricii ho refuſing their Patrician Dignity, 


took upon them the State and Condition d 
the vulgar fort, or Commoners. Now man) 
through the Lawyers Terms are in this mat 
ter deceiv'd, who call che extinguiſhing d 
Nobility,” for ſome Offence committed, the 


Corruption of Blood: which manner d 


Phraſe and N they uſe not, becauſe Na- 
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de cle — — effentall; inthe | 
Humour of Blood, more tllan any, other He- 


Inheritance, which by the Degrees af the 
Communication of Blood is directed, i is: as”. 
that means determin'd or ended, and in Ha- 
tred of the Crime it is calld Corruption, with g 
the Infection whereof all their Children ace 
polluted and defild; Nor can a ſtronger Ar- 


gument be devis'd to prove Nobility, not to . 


be mingled with the Blood, than that the 
Nobility of the Grandfather ennobleth not 
his Nephew by his Son, condemn'd 0 loſe 

his Liberty, State, or Country. Of. which 
this Civil Inſtitution, a natural Reaſon is 
given, vis. that an inſufficient Medium ob- 
ſtructerh and hindreth 4. Conjunktion of the 
Extremes. But yet the ſame Queſtion was 
wont to be put to us, Which was long ago 
put to the antient Rowgns, vis. whether the 

Nobility of the Father, being a Senator, pro- 
firs his Son, born before his Father had ob- 

tain'd. that Dignity ?; And whether ſuch No- | 

biliey. in the Son be Native or Dative? 10 
Which Lanſver,, that the Child by our Cuſ- 
tom is immediatel 4 by his. Father's 8 Nobility , 


og ble: 399 - Wa Children like the 
N . 5 


reditary Faculty; but becauſe . of. _— 


Ground, are green, and flouriſh with the ſame 
new Moiſture that the Body of the Tree 
_ doth; and ſuch Nobility hath deſerv'd to be 


. 


o he Pe Nb Nob i. F 2 
* of a Tree, removed into a es 


call'd Native, ſince it extendeth not bur to 


| thoſe who are born of ſuch a Father. As for 


example; a Baron being honour'd with the 
Title of an Earl, his firſt-begotten Son forth» 
with taketh'to himſelf the Title of ſome Ba- 
'rony, and all his Daughters a. are Klute UG 
dies and Madames. ik. 

From which therefore we may anche 
that N ative N obility is drawn from the Fa- 


ther, and that we need not ſeek for it fur- 


ther; for it may ſo fall out, that ſometimes 
it cannot be derived from the Grandfather, 
as if ſome great Offence of the Father inter- 
ven'd: for a Man born of a noble Father is 
without all doubt by Deſcent noble. But if 


any Man will contend that he is not properly 


Engenes, or nobly deſcended, 1 anſwer, the 
common People principally do reſpect the 
ſame, but the Judicial Court hath no care 
thereof at all; for otherwiſe, Tome 1 new Prins 
ces would be of leſs Nobility than ſome mean 
Noblemen, if the Privileges: of Nobility were 


8 beſtow'd after the 1 wood of rann and true 


el, 5 : 


op ents, 


| 5 FE 


| Ps of hs 55 Nene Nobility. 


52 
Eugenia be 


Add alſo, that if true 


ha 
Ea 2 8 Wy 


urg'd, it : requireth not only our great Grand- 
are Grandfathers, but even all the reſt of 


Anceſtors, in a continued Order aſter 
. to be noble, rich, profitable for the 
Commonwealth, good Men, and without 
Spot or Imputation: A hard Sentence indeed, 
but an harder Rule, and a Conſequence of 
all moſt hard! Such a noble-deſcended Per- 
ſon, eſt rara Avis, and yet ſome ſuch there 
be. But concerning that Matter, hear Ariſo 
totles Opinion: Eugenia, verily (faith he) I 
have found but in few, and no where an hun- 
dred good Eugenes. Wherefore the Athenias 
more uſually calPd their Noblemen euroews, 1 
or è und, i. e. Men born of noble Fathers, 
which words I know to be often confounded | 
with the word Eugene. | 
Having frankly affirm'd Nobility to * 


rend from the Father to the Children, what 
if I ſhould ſay the fame Force is in the 


Mother's N obility alſo ? Surely Reaſon, the 
Opinion of the Learned, and antient Cuſtoms, 
alſo will be preſent for the Defence of this 

Cauſe. If Nobility draw any thing natural 


at 1 from the TRI almoſt che wind. 


' the Mother, Inhatl alſo fuck Shape (if we 


command Parents to be moſt careful to what 


I ſhort, if 
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may believe Phaloſophets)- as the Mother con- 
ceiveth together with the Seed; for firſt, it 
eaketh Life! from the Mother, it taketh like - 
wiſe Nouriſhment of and from the Mother, 
and Growth from the Mother; and in ſhert, 
by the Conſant of all Men, it, together with 
Spirit and vital Humour, draweth from the 
— Vertues, and Vices,. And 
that ſuch Power is in the Mother, is ma- 

niſeſt by the — of Phyſioians, Who 


Nurſes _ put their Children to be nutſeg . 
the Vertue of the Father; he in 
the Children to be reverenc'd, why ſhould 
not the Mother's be ſo alſo? The Manner 
of the Sex doth neither diminiſh; nor increaſe 
Nobility, which is for it (elf to be defired, WW » 
Nay in tender Women, it ſeemeth to have 

both more Admiration and Grace. And 
certain it is, that amongſt the Cauſes for 
which the Honour and Dignity. of Perſons 
lincreee'd; or eee that is of all o 
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Difference al the 2 5 8 uxiteth, A 
"hob amongſt the Xanthii the Sons were in- 
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into the Stock and Family of their 
Mothers, and from them the Name of the 
Stock and Kindred was deriv'd, and not 
from their Fathers. The ſame thing Herodo- 
tus * repotteth of thoſe of Lycia, that they 
ſhould take the Name and Credit of their 
stock and Kindred from their Mothers; and 
chat he was with them a free-born Man, and 
noble, who was born of a free-born Woman, 
and noble, altho his Father were a slave, or 

baſe common Ferſon. Vea, and by the Laws 
of the Romans, the Sons in ſome caſes follow 
the Beginning of their Mothers. Nor is it 
a thing unheard of with us, nor with other 
Nations, for Sons to have taken to themſelves 
Names from their Mothers, who were of 
greater Nobility than their Fathers; as Ren- 
| Batt de Clara, &c. We may alſo with Cor- 
nelius Tacitus read this Sentence, 17 am de- 


pulſo None, zul an eligeretur Inquirebant ; q - 
ommum ore Robelhus Plancis, tui Nobilitas pe 


Matrem « ex Fer OY 13 8 differ 
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by „ Plindtih' Veen a City of Bzotia, 
Hiſorian and Orator, in 15 Tm temp. my phi, KN, 
*Tis unrertain what Tear \he died in, He writ the. Lives. of the 
"Muſtrious Men of Greece 412 Rome, eng | everal other things, 
 Wherein he manifeſts "thi geveral Knowledge he | ad in all 6 &c. 
3 « A famous Hiſtorian born at Halicarnaſſus. „ Tron kbret 
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a the foſt Roman NHC 
5 Verſes I have thought good hereto den, 
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_ CEO ena, y 8 Maerna fugerbam. 33 1 
My N obilit as dabat. Incertum de Tit e, 
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I Connubia gaviſa domus, &. 
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=] -. N ow the reaſon —_—_— many learned Men 
55 to aa the Son. to be Aker. of his 


— — 
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|  ** Pub, Papinius Stat- Son of Pub. Papinius Stat. gp; Naples (s 
 » Perſon chill d in the Greek and Latin Tongues, &c.) by Agellina. 
4 ' He was in great favour with Domitian, to whom he dedicated 
. mo Pieces of Thebais and Achilleis; the firſt in 12 Books, 
MM tits other in 2, and 5 Books of Sylva, He was the Author alſo 
of ſome Dramatick Poems which are loft, as well as his Agave 
mention d by Juvenal, Sat. 7. Toward the latter end of bis Life 
8 ratived's to N Ne with 1 7 diy Claudia, and _ there | pot Jong 
WW: „„ Father's 
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Ohis. The divers Begimiinge, kee 6 A» 


Father*s"Nobility, is this, vis. Every thing 


Compound partaketh of the Form and Mat- 


ter which agreeth to both the Parents. And 
nce, where the Law is not repugnant to 
Reaſon, this Rule is to be held for true. 
And now having ſpoken thus much con- 
cerning Nobility Native (or by Birth) I ſhall 
directly from hence proceed to Nobility Da- 
tive (or Nobility which cometh by Gift.) we 


Ritt 0 H A P. V. 58" 
n divers n of Nuh D Dale. | hin 


Ty EING about to ſearch'out"the"other 
D kind of Political or Civil Nobility, vi. 
N obility Dative, and that even from the very 
Original thereof; certain things before ſaid 
ſeem here neceffarily to be again repeated. 
But firſt T'muſt refute the Argument of thoſe 
who ſay, that ſince Adam was a common Fa- 
ther to all, whence cometh it that 6ne Man 
ſhould be better than another? To which 
an Anſwer is given out of the fame Old Teſ.. 
tament, which gave Foundation to the Quef- 
_ Og of the like Authority with the 

5 Sie | 
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"Ck me, and. Jews": Noh", When he had 
planted. a Vineyard, and had taſted of hi 
| planting; having drunk of the Wine, lay 
| drunk and bare in his Tent; and Ham ſeeing 
we e his Father, told it to his Bre 
1 thren, ho upon a natural Honeſty and Ver. 
_ 7 with Coke caſt; upon cheir 8 oulders, | 
YZ _ coverditheic ſleeping Fa cher with, their Eye 
turnid from him, and not ſeeing their Fa · 
1 * 8 Nakedneſs. But Noah 3 and | 


ct him, bs curſed Ham, ning bi to 
be a Slave of all Slaves. By this ſhameful 
N and a worth Fact, Ham, with all his Gene. 
es Garry away his Father's Cut ſe, Ser. 
ee and the Title of, obſcure and Hake 
Pele ;/; whereas contrariwiſe, Sex; and J. 


on F ZF FEF TFE 


found all the Names and Titles of Ho. Pr 
neſty, Nobility, and Vertue, ee 
with their Father's Bleſſingæ n 
This Dative Nobility, whereof dee ch 

AS Diſcourſe.is, was for many Cauſes: raiſed and ki 
invented, and firſt of all upon urgent Neceſ. 8 
Hh 7 er whea: evil mens wicked Mes pre- 2 

01 


N 


Ch.5. J Nobility Dative 
preſs d, i it V as neceſſary to Aiſtinguiſn the a 
Good from the Bad, and. fer the Preſervation | 

of che publick Peace, and, Txanq illity, to 
ſeparate and divide them): whereupon wile, 
| juſt, and vertuous Men and the Lights, as it 
were of the World ſhining hefore others, 


were ſet over the reſt, to be to fall Men an 


Example of a godlyi and honeſt Liſe, and to 
decide and determine all things. And at 
that time ſuch wiſe Men and Providers for 
the Commohwealth, ſeem'd by Vertue to 
procure to themſelves Nobility; for the old 


Proverb: prevaibd with them, vis. Vertue 


and not Blood made Men noble: ſuch : Men 
were by the ü People calPd 5 choſen, 5 and p- 
prov'd Counſellors and Judges, Who by their 
Subjects were elected and erested Kings and 

Princes. And they who for their worthy 
Deetls had obtain'd ſuch; honourable: Titles 

and. Offices, ene en une, and 

their Poſterity. Dyer enn 47 1 75 
. Another Crake alſo. why Nobility! be- 
gan to be honour'd, was the groſs Ignorance 

and Unskilfulne6 of the vulgar and common 
fort of People; Who have their Senſe, Reaſon 
and Underſtandi ſo diſpers d and ſcatter'd, 
that us cannot they | ders: or judge 


2134 7 


* 
5 q 


1 n, t or ſound. For ih 
maintenance therefore of the publick Peace 
and: Tranquillity, it Was neceſſary to make 
choice of Princes K e. of Governors) Men 
for their Vertue and Wiſdom famous and] 
noble, who might compoſe and ſet in order 
the troubled Eſtates, for want of Knowledge 
diſorder'd; and with ſingular Wiſdom and 
Action, a8 it were by a certain Cunning, 
draw the rude People to a more civil kind 
of Life, and Courteſy of Behaviour: ſuch-as 
were Jupiter, Pallas, Ceres, Bacchus, Apollo, and] 
many' others. And theſe Men, by their Wiſ. 
dom, Vertue and Skill, obtain'd not only the 
Taules of Nobility and Dignity, but were of 
tte rude ignorant Multitude aceounted Gods 
— 0 e n __— a even Duin 
1 ly, 1 Nobility aud riſen all of the Abun 
dance of Wealth and Riches ;- for many 
pinch'd with extreme Poverty, were com. 
pelld to depend* upon the richer ſort, and 
giving themſelves over wholly to their power, 
F  'reputcd them Noblemen, and as ſuch. ou 
= accounted of them, and honour'd them.” 
44. Noble and worthy Acts gave alſo a 1 

| _— to n - for in ee time, 
HRP when 


\ 


| h.5 of 
ne when, Nations were oppreſb d by their Ene- 
e mies, if any valiant and courageous Man had 
ke deliver'd his Country from ſuch Oppreſſion, 
he was above other Men worthily honour'd. 
Many alſo in antient time by Martial Proweſs 
obtain'd Nobility, and Were therefore of the 
People accounted N oble; as was David for 


mediately from God were elected and call'd_ 


reſt of the Judges of Irs acl, who were Gene- 
rals over great Armies: Others again were 
choſen by God even from the Plough, to be 
Rulers over the People; ® as the Princes of the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael.” King Saul was call'd 
out of the Field, David from feed ing of his 


HT of ſuch a Princely Calling; ; but ſuch 


un- s G hath ennobled, are of us above all 
ny others to be accounted moſt e 
m- 


5. No ſmall part, but even the gebe 
part of Dative Nobility, gain'd to themſelves 
Honour and Glory by their Knowledge in 


hen i ticus. 


* 


the Death of Goliah the Phil tine. Some im. 


to N obility, as Jaſbaa, Gideon, Jeptha, and the 


Flock, who thought” themſelves utterly un⸗ 


Martial Affairs, carrying home with them £ 

Victory and Triumph over their Enemies; 

as did Horatius Cocles, Titus Manlius, Sipio 

Africanus, and his Btorttet Larius Scipio Aſia- 
F 8 


of Net) Dede, 1 75 6 * "7 
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divers A — 
iſ ſpeak not of great Em perors, ſuch 
4} * TO Veſpaſian, Dopirian, Meru, Trajan, 
5 Antonius Severus, Theodoſia as, and i many others, 
who were part of them accoun ted Patres 
Patria, part of them BenefaRors,. but all of 
then the beſt of Princes, whoſe Images are 
upon their Coins even yet carried about : 
and publick Statues, were in honour of them, 
with certain ſolemn Ceremonies, erected, to 
the intent that all others of Valour and Ver- 
tue ſhould by their Deeds ſtrive as it were to 
aſpire and grow / to the like Glory. Moy 
6. Others alſo, born of moſt baſe and low 
Condition, who by ae in time of War have, 
for their Wiſdom and Courage, been promoted 
to the great Dignities. of Emperors, Czſars, 
Dukes, Princes, and Earls, (as Tullus Hoſtilius 
Nama Pompilius Tarquinius Priſcus, Julius Ca. 
ſar, Ottavianus Auguſtus, and ſuch other: 
were) from hence, took the Beginnings of 
| the Titles of their Vertues. For certain it 
is, that at firſt under the Roman Empire, 
when they had ſubdued the Germans, Italians 
.- Spaniards, Britons, Gauls, and other. moſt 
mighty Kingdoms; Dukes, Eacls and Barons WM ca 
q were, not then in ſuch fort as now. they, be, il 


but from \ thence e had their 1 
a 


+ Was | ; 
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8 d —_ Offices: x were execute 
by Tribunes and Lieutenants. There was a 
greater Tribune, who was next to the Em- 
peror, and . his Succeſſor... There was alſo a 
great Officer, call'd Tribunus Celerum, Lieu- 
tenant of the Army, of the light-arnvd and 
moſt ready Soldiers. Tbey who with a Co- 
hort, or Band of Men, had the Guard of the 
Emperor's Perſon, and ho amongſt the Ro- 
mans were of the firſt Order, next after the 
Emperor, were call'd Tribuni Celerum, as they 
were long before in the time of Romulus, and 
of the other ſix Kings his Succeſſors. But 
for a. more full Satisfaction in this matter, 
take Echard's Deſcription of, theſe Iribuni Ce- 
lerum, as to their original Name, Number, 
when laid aſide, reaſſum'd, and their Num- 


ber increas'd. The next thing (ſaich he) 


that Romulus did, was to take care of a Guard 


for his Perſon, and therefore he order'd the 


Curia to chuſe him out thtee hundred luſty 


| young Men, ten. out of each; and theſe were 


call'd Celeres, 2 C eleritate, from their Activity 
and Readineſs to aſſiſt the King upon all Oc- 
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„ ben Being: Ne 
bune or Colonel, call'd Tribunus Celerum, three M 4 
Centurions, and other inferior Officers. Theſe 
by" Numa Pompilius, ſecond King of Rome, 
F— were disbanded, which was the very firſt 
| thing he did at his Entrance upon the Regal 


1 Government; ſaying alſo at the ſame time, y 
© that he would not rule over that People, of 5 
= whom he conceiv'd the leaſt Diſtruſt. Tullus 

Wo * Hoſtilins, third King of Rome, rea ſſum'd them 

again; and Targquinius Priſcus, fifth King of 4 
Nome, doubled them. He had deſign'd to . 
have added three Centuries of tlie Celeres ro il , 
hoſe three inſtituted hy Romulus, but was Wl +: 
forbidden by Actius Nævius to alter the Con- 42 
ſtitutions of that King: ſo without creating Wi 2. 
of new Centuries, he _— doubled the Num- Et 
ber of the former, 2 
The great Officers; cal d Magiſtri Epe 2 

or Maſters of the Horſemen, had like power Wl ma 

© with the Dictators and with the Emperors; “ 

=_— w*L ee jy nog Lætus de Magiſtra- 4 

E Sake as dag: 1 H gras — 

J © » Rom, Hiſt, Vol. 1. ap 2. f. 21. R no 

. id. c. 3. 5. 320 * Ibid. cape 5. 5. 3) 38. all 

EE 8 I. Feneſtella. There were each aides eee nat 
5 ' Hiferian,” who lived in Tiberius Cafar's days, or (as Euſebius Mile 
faith) in Auguſtus Caeſar's time. The other (whom due are hurt Cæſ 
concern d with) lived wy 4 ſi Ince him, 8 wrote de Sacerdotiis & 1%, 

| - Magiſtrat. om. | 
——_ : "IE; FF Ru 
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Affairs, do deſcribe. 


But Pomponius Lætus writeth, that Romulus 
calbd the General of an Army (whom the 
Germans calld Hertzogen) Tribunum Celerum : 
Sallaſtias *, in his Treatiſe concerning the Con- 


4 2 x” * 1 4 . — ; 


1 r . 1 


5 


85 Pomponius Lætus (Julius) born in the Kingdom of Naples, is 
ſaid to haue been the natural Son of a Prince of Salerno, and wat 


in eſteem at Rome in the 15th Age, in the time of Pius the 24, 
with Platina and Callimachus: but was not in the time of Paul 


the ad, againſt whom it's not doubted but he was one of them that 


conſpir d; and perhaps to avoid Puniſhment, retired to Venice, but 
came afterwards to Rome, . publiſh'd an Abridgment of the Lives 
of the Cæſars, from the Death of Gordian to Juſtin the 34, a Book 
of Mahomet, and one concerning the Roman Magiſtrates, Obiit 
Ftat. ſuæ 70 Ann, in the time of Alexander the 6th, and, as it 1s 


ſaid, in a very poor Condition, Sabellicus, who was his Diſciple, | 


* 


„Flavius Vegetius of Conſtantinople, lived in the 4th Age, un- 
der the N Valentinian. He writ a fine Treatiſe of the Ro- 


man Dyſcipline, which is very uſeful for the Knowledge of the Ordev 
the Romans ob ſerv d in their Wars. 


* Salluſtius (C. Criſpus) 4 Latin Hiftorian, born ar Amiternum, 4p 


a City of Italy, ſuppos'd by ſome to be the ſame that is now call'd 
San-Vittorino. He was educated at Rome, where he had ſeveral 
important Employments, Never did any Man ſet down better Sen- 
tences than he, in commendation of all Vertves, nor make ſharper 


Inveftives againſt the Luxury and Avarice of his Times; yet for © 


all this, he 8 his looſe and debauch d Life baniſh'd the Se- 
nate by the Cenſors, and was whip'd and fin'd for Adultery, which 


Milo took him in, as Aulus Gellius cells ws from Varro. True it * 


Czfar reſtor d him to the Dignity of a Senator, got him made pra- 
tar, and ſent him into Numidia; which Province having outra- 


geouſly pillag d, he return d fo rich ta Rome, that he purcthas'd a. 


0 ſymprucus | Building upon Mount Quirinal, with thoſe Gardens, 
ot, | 5 © © which 


I. 
58 
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of - Nobility > Dative. 69 
tibus Romanorum”, and alſo Havius Vegetius, 
and Marcus Tullius Cicero treating of Martial 
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EIS The divers Beginnings © 
1 ſpiracy of Catiline, hath calld them 'Di&a- 
mmeres & Imperatores, Dictators and Emperors. 
Ecschara's words are, The Dictator upon his 
4 Creation always made choice of another Offi- 
cer, who had either been Conſul or Prætor, to 
aſſiſt him; this Officer was calld Magiſter 
Equitum, who had chief Command over the 
3 Horſemen, as the Dictator had over the Ro- 
 'Maſter of the Horſe executed his place in 
the Army; if. preſent, he commanded the 
Horſe, yet fo as to be obedient to the Dic- 
tttor's Orders, and never to fight either con- 
trary to, or without his Commands. Be- 
ſſides, great Magiſtrates, calbd Præfecti Pra. 
torio, were of ſo great Credit and Authority, 
that if Appeal had been made from their 
ZSentence, Appeal might again be made from 


Ar 


* 1 a. 


which to this day are call'd the Salluſtian Gardens, beſides hi 
Country Houſe at Tivoli. He married Terentia, the divorc'd Wiſe 
\ of Cicero, and died in the 185th Olympiad, about the Year of 
Rome 719. We have nothing but ſome Fragments of the chief 
_ Hiſtory of Salluſtius, which he begun from the firſt Building of the 
Cy of Rome; and the two only entire Pieces we have of him, 
are, The Conſpiracy of Catiline, and The War of Fugurcha. Mar- 
tial judgeth him to be the moſt conſiderable Author of the Roman 
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the Emperor to the Præfecti Pretorio, who for 
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to 
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their great Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice, 
were by the Emperors choſen into that Of- 
fice, and had almoſt the whole Eftate of the 
Commonwealth committed to them. The 
Emperor Severus granted many things to the 
great Officers; calbd Prefet#i Urbis, and Pra- 


felt Pratorio; of both which here to ſpeak 


were necdleſe, ſince my Deſign is only to 
touch upon the Authority of the latter (the 
Captain of the Guard) which the Emperor 
gave ſolely to him, who was the chief, Helly, 
and very effential Law it ſelf, and had power _ 
to thruſt Citizens into Exile, «nf reſtore them 
to their Eſtates again. Hence it is moſt evis - 
dent, that Princes and Governors of People 
had the Power and Authority of the Sword 

to puniſh Offenders, and adminiſter Juſtice, 
whereby they were afterwards thought to 
procure, and get a great Name of Nobility 
to themſelves and their Poſterity. And very 
probable is it alſo, that the Authority of 
Princes and Dukes had its Origin from the 
Tribuni and Præfecti; which Princes, at ſuch 

time as the Roman Emperors remov'd out of 

Germany and Iraly into Greece, are reported to 
have aſſumd to themſelves the Imperial 
"Oe: "which ">, and "_ Privis | 
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leges we ſee (even at this day) granted by 
Kings and Emperors to Dukes and Princes 
So that the Election of Princes and Dukes 


duependeth not upon their Subjects (as the 


Election of Kings doth) but is datively, as of 
Gift, to be refer'd to the Favour and Bounty 
of the Emperors and Kings to whom they 
have been ſubject. And as in former times 


the Names of Duke and Prince were Names 
bol Offices, and not of Honours and Dignities; 
992 ſo in the times of the Romans, the Roman 


Kings, their Dictators and Conſuls, and alſo 
their Emperors, were in the Adminiſtration 
of their Civil Affairs, all martial Meg both 
of Horſe. and Foot. 


But beſides theſe great Offices of = Tri 


bens and Præfecti, there were other publick 


= Offices and Charges; ſome call'd Ordinarii, 
oOjticauſe they kept Orders in the Army, and 
ſtood in the Front of the Battle: Thoſe in 


the time of Auguſtus were wont to be: calld 


Auguſtales; and of Fla, V eſpaſs anus, Flaviales, 
Some were call'd Aqyliferi, carrying an Ea» 
gle in their Enſigns; others went by the 


Name of Imaginarii, bearing the Enſign of 


the common or general Army of the Peo- 
1 115 i ** e with the Letter) 


2 


3 


* R R batt 4 WH. N * r 1 
* . r LIS + © „ a6 OO IT N * BEA „ 
FF ² r — V —˙ 7 N e 9 F . e 
J 7 2 a, n 7 * 22 2 n * 2 
* ö . 8 S e P 
y * 
+= , 7 8 


4a of. Nh Dative,-- R 
8. P. Q. #1, e. Senatus Populuſq; Ramana or 


the Senate and People of Rome; hom 1 can 


more properly compare to none, than to our 
Standard or Enſign-Bearers. „ 

But were I here to proſecute all clogs in 
order, this, Treatiſe would abundantly. ſwell 
beyond my Deſign, which in this place is on- 
ly ſlightly as it were to ſhew the Beginnings 
of noble Dignities and Offices, leſt any Man 
ſhould ſuſpect them to be hut altogether fic- 
titious, and not grounded upon Reaſon : | 
Rehearſing in the mean time theſe things 
— the a. that when 1 ſhall come to E 


* 


themſelves; ; for _ who. in antient times 
were under Kings and Emperors appointed | 
Governors over Regions and Countries, are 
now. become Hereditary Poſſeſſors thereof; 
and they who before were but noble Mini- | 
ters or Servants, are now become abſolute 
N 
By what hath berg already faid, it mol 
plainly appeareth, that the Kindred, Stock, and 
Deſcent of the Nobility in former Ages flou- 
riſn'd, and became famous, only for Vertue, 
noble . and Valour of Mind; and that 
nt : * | . 


1 


1 


cernetli Man's Nature, the Sons of Adam. 80 


Philoſophical Nobility (which our Anceſtor 
principally regarded) to boaſt of Nobilit 


_ otherwiſe brag and boaſt of Nobility, {een ſee 
only Honourers of Vertue upon another Man' 
of the World now-a-days is quite the Re- 


of Princes, and too much Indulgence do Tan 
bring to paſs? | W 
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t apart, we are all, as much as cbt 


that according to the Rule of Theological and 


by Birth without 1 rene Was s but a vai 
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"IF hi Arnet 1 5 and eino al 
Men, that foraſmuch as Vertue cometh not 
by Inheritance, every Man would of himſel 
endeavour to become noble; for they who 


Credit, and live not by their own: But with 
grief be it ſpoken, the Faſhion and Manner 


verſe; for what cannot Flattery, the Favour 


Thus have I x given you my Nm a 


Political Nobility in antient time amongf ſuc 
the Gentiles, which Philoſophers have herero- i che 
we wein i un ey wake thing, (and I fro 

| EN Rank elit 


* 
# 


Divines as a — ae 5 hüllt they, in 
ſpeaking thereof, bmitted the Civil Rights of 
P erſons. 3 


It were verily to be wiſh'd that the Ort 4 


ments of Vertue ſhould be every where con- 


fer'd and beſtow'd upon none, but ſuch in 


whom Vertue it ſelf reſteth; ſince as the In- 


creaſe of Honour, ſo the Credit and Reputa- 
tion thereof alſo is propounded to be gotten 


not by Ambition, but by Induſtry. But as 
Political Nobility is another thing, whereof 


Sort and Condition, as make in every Man 
who hath them, a Beginning and Excellence 
proper and peculiar to himſelf; fo it is from 
the reſt of the kinds of Nobility (viz. Theo- 
logical and Philoſophical) by this only diffe- 


— 
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there be divers Beginnings, and thoſe of ſuch 


rence diſtinguiſt*d, That whilſt they reſt as 


upon Religion and Vertue, this Civil Nos 


bility reſteth upon the Cuſtoms of Nations, 


But if theſe old and moſt antient Times 
of the Roman Empire be compar'd with ours, 
we ſhall find no Token of that antient Nobi- 
lity-in the Courts of Princes. If we ſeek for 
ſuch as they calPd-Patricii; or Senators (whom 
the Romans reverenc'd: as Men ſent cow 


e ee e tat fink them * Where 
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js 76 Te TI Shi ; 
but in Cities and great Towns, en 
Vſury and Merchandize (Trades utterly pro. Ire h 
bdaibited by the Romans) whom (tho within of 7 
3 their own Walls they be much regarded ani pire 
cee. ſteem' d) our noble Courtiers were wont tolfifof- 
1 ſcoff at and ridicule, Or if we go to the that 
Fo. time of Pope Urban, who made Charles, tl 
3 Son of King Lewis VIII. in France, a Senator 
of Rowe, when he ſhould rather of his o.] Em 
"Right have grac'd him with the Cardinan of E 
Hat; how ridiculous a Compariſon was it e 
the French King's Son with a Senator of Rom: Nat 
as the matter now ſtandeth? 
No therefore let us ſee (and with al rea ¶ nen 
ſonable Brevity) how, and by what degreaſhim 
the Empire of that City (which firſt built the 
by Shepherds, at length became Miſtreſs d whe 
the whole World) began afterwards to de. ¶ and 

| line from ſo great an Eſtate; and together ¶ nity 
with the Change thereof by little and little, MW whe 
drew with it the Alteration of noble Dign Caf; 
ties and Titles alſo. 11 
Aſter the Tranſlation of the Roman Bape to | 

by Conſtantine the Great, all that Excellency I fam 
4% of publick Dignities, whereof I have expreſſy I ing 

= and ſufficiently enough before treated; ſeem- as C 
. ks to have becn'chang'd into a certain other aftc 

| Farm 5 


14. 


Fo ch. 5. f Nc Dae. 


norm, and a new Manner of ennobling Men 


in 

— aging been devis d: And indeed the Names 
thin of: Honours and Dignities in the Eaſt Em- 
and on ſem to have been different from thoſe 


oo the Empire was rent in funder, and ſea- 


Emperor, either by reaſon of the Nearnefs 


"the Weſt Empire ; 4 and the Latius, after 


ed at Conſtantinople, became ſubje& to the 
Greeks: for he who was there next to the 


Wh | 
an of Blood, or by Inſtitution, and of the Latin 
cad Primas, was of the Greeks by a general 8 


lin the Emperors had devis'd honourable Titles, 


a wherewith they might grace their Friends, | 


de. and bind them to them. The third in Dig- 


her FJ nit) from the Emperor was the Sebaſtocrator, 
e who was follow'd by him, whom they call a 


ni Caſar, as fourth. 


But whilſt the Emperor B ſlius Was wont 


Name ſaluted Deſpotes, i. e. Lord; as he is at 
a tay call'd Monſieur amongſt the French-. 
ea. The latter Writers were wont to call 
ec 11 (che fame Man) Sebaſton, according as 


ire to be' call'd Sebaſtos, and alſo Ceſar, ke & 15 0 


cy fame Man) at one and the ſame time enjoy- 


y ing all theſe Titles, theſe Dignities were then 


n- as Offices, and not as Titles of Honour. But 


er alterward, according! to the Emperor s plea- 


wes 
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Ts = Te pay Se, 1 
_ ſure, 3 began to be beſtow'd and dicpos 
o as honourable Names of Dignities, eve 
without any Offices at all belonging to then 
And for a time the next in Honour to thy 
Emperor was call'd Ceſar, as:the King of the 
| Rowans is at this day in the Weſt. ine | 
terwards Sebaſto ocrator was the ſecond. i in 
nour, and Cæſar the third, at ſuch . 
Alert Comnenus appointed his Brother fa 
cius to be Sebaſtocrator: of whom | Zowarg 
6G Greek Hiſtorian) ſpeaketh more at large 
| And laſt of all, Alexius Palæologus, being De 
Peotes, was made next in Honour to the Ms | 
Nor; te whom he, the-ſame Emperor Ce 
43 menus, having no Sons, betroth'd his elde | 
* drene, and.grac'd him with the Ti 
tle of Pee as he WhO ſhould have bes Duk 
Heir of the Empire, if he had not bein mad 
tied. Irheir 
Pr otofebaſtus had the firſt Place and Dok Dru 
of Honour rom the Emperor, and at lengiappo 
Panhyperſebaſtus began to be the moſt ſtatelſſ back 
and majeſtical Name of all others; being iat 85 
new Title of a new Dignity, 1 e 


eine 


7 1 3 . 


: withal, "Eparchs was alſo. 'A N ame of great Com 
Me e ng * n ay, the Chief af all al 
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She ah rende . | 
General of the Auxiliary Forces, Which out 
Joer France, Sicily, and.T:aly, ſervdin the Eaſt; _ _ 
whereof he was call'd the great. Contoſtaulus, 1 
ind otherwiſe C 'omeſtabilis, which the Iralians 
N interpret 5 ontoſtabile. Drungarias | was he OR 
who had the Command of the Fleet at 
ea: But he who commanded the Army at 
> they call'd the great Duke, and in Gree FRE. 
Haas, for difference fake, imitating 
herein the Larius; for he who led the Army 
fat Land was call'd Egemon, but he who 3 
7: t Sea, Dax. And over the Land-Army « 
* 15444 always either the Emperor himſell 
or the Deſpotes, or the Sebaſtocrator, or the 0 jk 
ar, or the Panhyperſebaſtus. And to this great | 
oke, who was their chief Admiral, they 
made ſubject all the Drungars of their Fleet, 
| l : their Admirals, Proto. Comites, and the great 
Ire Drungarius himſelf, before whom they alſo 
appointed the Emperor's. Statue on horſe- 
back (which they call'd Conſus) to be carried 1 
at Sea. They had alſo their great Lo- | 
8 thets, whom we at this day call the Chan- 
its cellor; their Logaria ;ftes, whom the French call 5 
reat Comptroller ; and their Protoſtator, or Mar- 
al 23 of, x, Geir Army. Wat Primicerias. allo -. 
wee. nh yn 1 
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| and eng. and. many — of that | 
fort, I willingly paſs over, leſt in proſecuting 


every. one, my Diſcourſe ſhould grow too 
long and tedious. Theſe were all honoura- 
| ble Di gnities, and for the moſt part made | 
not ſo 8 for the Neceſſity of their Offices 


or Order, as by the Fayour and Good- Aiking 
of the Emperor. 


But whilſt it ſeem'd ſo 81 to the Empe- 
tors. to appoint the Seat of their Empire at 
erin e (where all things now lie ſwal- 
| low'd up of the Turks) they, left the Weſt 
| bare of their Legions, and ſtrengthned only. 
With Forts undefended, and ſubject to the 
| Invaſions and Fury of the barbarous Nations ; 


upon the Fall and Decay whereof the Ruin 
of the Eaſtern Empire at length enſued alſo, 


Teal and Africk were at that time govern d 


by their Exarchi, Toparchi, C omarchi, C arch. 


lerii, Spatharii, Guſtaldi, and Catapani; but 


frerwards, when Narſes the Eunuch, . and 


one of the Roman Patric, was by the Em. 


of peror Juſtin (the 2d) appointed Governor, he 
| 25 in thoſe whom they call'd Conſulares, | 
reſides, and Correctores. But as ſoon as Mor- 
ei, provok'd with the Injuries and Aﬀeonts 


* 1 the Empreſs (and WI th Anger in- 


e 


11 os s „ Demis : 4 25 + 4 


= hy, Ay; tot Ae HH . = 


. 


wall * 
mY * 1 ; > 


| ev... 


4, 


y 


hn YT 
. 


28 
* Knots 4 
es 
1 y „ 


A 


_ 1 157 $454 Ex 27 Bead 
Tor ofen 6. | ae of 4 by tea 


. n 4 * : 
20 . k HEY Ty ag * * % 
| teh 1 9%" 14. 4. 01 a 1} 95 15 91 55 1 1 210079! 10 8 3 . 


Ea) Mir er rd in mige the Lal % our 
& een they became bo tietle ai} Tilke 
e the Tikes er Ht Jr ad 
r Nayſes den : DID Tray Wi 
the Remdn Pariet lo) by che fa me" Empe- 


* 


„ Ni a 
Being 


57 18 5 Pro- 
6 6390 x03 3s 


5 V 6390 
rox, WI 
e 


at 855 ** mY . 


XEipu aving | 
ton 1 at 8 


te e „ 
ices.) And to this 8 pur rpoſe 
of * dee in ” him afelf 
good Here into % 


40 PER 4 145Þ TV; 


** 
* 


which 1 u 80 
to to adjoi 3 fo 22 


1.34 


2 


* 22 1 * 
240 NN * 


9 2 th A, N 
* Ni 8 4-0 4 * * 4 
Wer * 4 25 . * 7 of 7 FX * LAS" * 4 7 [ I 
1 ; Y 
SS, % 


* * $ « 5 
hy 7 5 o * - * 


X 


£46 


9355 din EET) Hretde) e Nses Jivdty 
e 6. and __ * W ** 
the Hi 2 ve thoſe him for | 72 of Sram. "He u fore 
14: in N I 
© 1540, The is o Aa 15 ere 9 1 2 di yo of 
ws 2 qr: doch ry Ball pi: Hiſtory of the po Ar oj 
ranſtated into Fr 4 
A 2 1 1 and into Latin e c. 


, 


* 


— Ae T gelen elbe bete N 

= ee (ſeith he). a,) 

=. Aire of. the Emperors daily; mare a0 

1 weaken d, Er Ae 
8 0 75 ** 


iht and Vs 
0465 8 i 


ae 50 


OVETN: 
Eure 


by. gies 


avenna) who ated Gra 4 
PE the reſt the 3 1 75 Italy; 364] which 
Governors they calbd Dukes. i F rom hence 

came the Name of Hexarchai ip of Raven. 
a, wherein. all Pla es were comprehended 

ich bad hot. Dukes of theilt Sin, . but 
ere under the Command of one.” Hexur- 


ahn (kor ACC ding to Potter 's-- Grecie 


— 
"| # 3 A. + 4% 1 N 
BEA "4 Sp oor hep * 1186 J 8 % 15 9 Mts e 222 1% L 


1 
: LEE, 
1 * 
* * . 8 2 2a 7 IT . y 4 
* 35 2 + : Ee Fa, £ 7 vb X. iy 4 
9 * 3 x * ; ; 
* 


8 


3 „ ͤ ĩðV © m2 


8 
» pF & 


4: 
473 FF 
28 x „ ” , + 0 & Is ' 
+ FA F > 
28 , g : "# . 


2 


3 


55 the chief Magiſtrate 


| 9, 49 — e mae w_ 
BM with che Title-of was rares, or  _ 
Dale. Not long after, a notable 1 
N i Alteration; of Matters enſued from, | "2 
50 der 4 mot figrce and cue! 


= bent | call'd. Halli Cifalpine . of whom. 
ach alſo caken the Name of , Lomber 
= - They! added alſo to their, Government, 
un, With. all the Heart harſbip thereof, be⸗ 
daes many other parts of Italy; extending their 
Arms as fan ag Picenum, Spolrtum, anc 3 
7 enum ,ci over; which they; appointed Gover- 
vors to rule and comma: whom, ther apa - 
4 Dukes, Gg. 80 the Lambards raging A | 
11 roaming far abroad in Ih, at length with 9 
4 hirty of their Dukes in vain attempted to — 
„mae taken the City of Rane. And chus, ac- 
| MW cording to the Manner of Wars, it came 5 ” 
u paſs, that the Titles of the Dignities of . 
bormer Rey: being neglected, all things 4 
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f Hude, by the Romani Md ings. | 
taken Tinu, the ;"Mtropol itical 
rhe Tiſabres,. und there lain D 7 
* £'Conftable promoted to be King 
mne and ſubdued; and was We, 
by the general Conſent of a Men, choſth | 
Eeflpetor of te Weſt Lund wd un td | 
6 d have the Bm re Ir felf Kull'd t 
> 6 Mid e n nent 
thereof tonake it He- 
„und made che great Men, and thoſe | 
Who, were with" honoura ble Titles graced, al. 
E e: binding . 
ding in bee only of ele King, 
80 that if by nes 
Guld eine mom their Falth and Ale ance, 
bay die Without Iſſue, he then orda imd thoſe | 
"the #4 Jip ities to be transfef d to "others: 
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— or Earls The Bound and 
Borders they calld - Marchias- or Matches; 
| whereupon: the Governors of the Matches 
to be call'd Marchidariam Comes” (or 
Counts of the Marches) nnd at length 17 


and placd in the Provinces for tlie Admi- 


niſtration of Juſtice, and the kerping of che 


People in their Allegiance, were then nw 
Mit (or Men ſent) or otherwiſe Legit 
' the Emperors Legates or Lieutetatits! We- 
fuch as the People created afterwards of ther- 
| Llves for the Adminiſtration of Fuftice, and 
the Government of Cities, being twbior more 
in number, choſen after the manner of the 
dntient Rowan Commonwealth, Wers (Ealhd 
Oenſuh. The French Kare Emipite'with 
this Subceſs made by 'Charler the Grert, was 
leſt to bis Poſterity almoſt Hereditary ; which 
 Hortly after alſo, under the Emperor Charles 

che Groß (Nephew in the foufth Yegres' to 
_ Charles: the Great, b and befbre King of Ger. 


«2; To: whom atſo (Wichin à fe years 
a 5 75 Ons the Great, King of Germ, and 

he Emperor tdo, duckes ed; Who following 
"th Steps of Charles i the Great, 
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ae to oy of ety in denn 
and diſpbling, of Honours and Dignit 
chat het no: © much for his Sirname and. | 
”. noble. Acts to be compar'd with the .moſt 
mighty Emperors, as for his wholeſom Laws 
- and-Heroical Ordinances, of all Poſtegity ever, 
" highly. to: t 19g For he, aſter the 
 antjent manner of; che Lombards and French, | 
| receiving and entertaining every Man who | 
© was moſt valiant. into his Wars, beſtowyd, 
23 dhe thought good, upon ſuch. of them 
1 E. their worthy; and faithful, Services had | 
well deſerv'd of him, Royalties, conſiſting of | 
| all manner, of. \Dignities, Lands, and Govern- 
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mant of Provinces. +, And nom began Titles WY «0 
3 and Pignities tobe more. plainly ditioguiſh'd, 


I Titles of Dukes and Counts As 

hathe antient Romans were but the bare 
Mow of perſonal Offices and Charges) now 
zeceiv'd;,other.; Cuſtoms; and a Duke (at 
Flirt choſen for his Vertues and noble Acts) 

they no- began 60 Call of his Dukedom; 
as they did alſo a Narguiſs of. his: Mar- 
1 quiſate, and an Rarl of his Earkdom. ,..He 
Who had the Command of People from 
F — 2 YO or Barl, was cad Ca- 
p. 0 Penn 05 hur, chop. Hut | i 


they” who wa it fromiztidf@Feveſors „Werk 
call'd Vedi, (or Veuifmes;/ at Lalbafb 
Whereupon this new Beginning of Political 
Nobility being far and! wide diſpersd thre: 
the Kingdoms of the Empire, they at lengtht 
were accounted truly noble, according to the 
Manner and Cuſtom of every Place and Coun4 
try, who either themſelves or their Anceſtors. 
lived, fo gractd with thoſe or ſuch. like Pri: 
N 2 "Gt k FI Ka 51 577 it+ 1 W gt of 
And theſe be tlie Ang which, according | 
to the Variety and Alteration of Times, are 
to be found in the moſt a pproy' d. Authors; 
eee _ Titles of Honours: and Dig 
s in⸗ ting of whic „this Lhave 
that all the 
Streams of Nobliey (but l the grea⸗ 
teſt and chiefeſt af them) came anch iſſued out 
of the Camp. Which Degrees of Honour and 
Nobility, before I compare them with ours, T 
ſhall in diſtin Ranks orderly run thro,tracing 
even the very Original of evety one of them. 
And firſt of Princes: They: in Camps were 
calbg Printipes, or Princes (of whom at th 
day we every where make fo great accouhr) 
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tot Principe) or Prineipal Men, were won! 
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Name govermd the Roman 
So were call'd Pyincipes Senutus, or Prin- 
= - ry — Senate: But after wards the Em. 
A Pero have the Place or Title of 4 
=, ſehen be Dignity next to a King's, who | 
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„ Edbog3, or Echellingi, 2b. Edel or. Ethel, . Noble, and 
tor pe a Patronymick, as ſome, or Termination only, as of = 
4 2 have it; erally i it ſignified al. ſorts of the Nobility. has | 5 

1 e with Ws 11 Kh ?; eldeſt Son, and Heir of the Kingdom. | 
'of' Evglarid,* ſpore of the \ Saxon. 
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the Lain word duc; ; as if we-ſhould fa 
before, led on their Followers. Henee we read; 
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Lain Nation. And they who as E 
Generals were Leaders of Armies, were wont 
to bear ſuch Enſigns as the 
whereupon: the word Ducotes ſometimes! 


nify'd the Region or Country over which the, 


Puke commanded ;: and ſometimes. t NMI 
tary Seren comma ILY" 
it ſelf. To which ſort of Men, for  qheir how 
in the Wars, tri 
re ſometimes given. 
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Marquiſſes were ſo call'd of a certa Ain 1 Fe 
riſdiction, Bound to ſome certain Place: 80 he 
who had the Command and Government of 
an Frontier - Territory, or Sea-Coaſt, was 
calld Maro bio, or a Marquiſs. The Gene 
alſo of the Kingdom, or for the King, was 
ſometimes alſo call d Merchio, (or a Marguiſt) 
and they who: receiv'd af them Fees were 
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ar Kingdom, a8 Men ſtanding ich the Ge-i 
trances of the Kingdom „Others ers there be 
who go about. to derive the You” Marchio 
from Marcha, (a word of the Clien), from 
wWhence alſo the word Marohare (in French) 
to ride, and the Marchomanit,” as a People 
who excell'd in good Horſemanſhip. 0 01 
Now of Counts or Barls, as there were di- 

_ vets kinds, ſo of them amongſt the antient 
a Weiters are found divers and ſundry Sorts and 
Orders; ſuch as" amongſt the reſt were Comi- 
tes Sacri Palau i or Counts of the Sacred Fa- 
| lace; Archi. er. Principal Courtiers ; and 
 Comvites Stabuli or Conſtables. For Deſiderius 
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overthrown; and / reductd/ito! nothing; 
even 10 was the Empire of che Weſt by ches 
Cunming and Ambition of che R Biſhops 
— weaken'd; the former Great» 
hereof} thevery Ruins do no ſcarcely 
— However, its Majeſty is ſtill by tie 
ſeyen Princes Hlecbors, (by che Gn cu d 
Copverſtein, und vdiich are now nine in num. 
ber) to the Ornament of the Chriſtian World, 
upleld. and maihta ind. The- Septemvirate 
b cbie RmperorOrhe'-chie gd, and 
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X&beo0 Cros) that he would appDint Men- 
— e ve ere bf! ths „ * But the 
the Patritibay of the —— 
Wich was appointed to the Uſe and Malate- 
| Hande of che Wars (and for that only cauſt 
ſubject to "Klenarion) was privätely diſtri. 


buted and divided amongſt them, to every 
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19 fir | tilts „ Hoetneelva thing | 
moRt-diffitult" and Fey Of neh things 
huh to confeſs the Truth) being not well 
fatisfy*d my (elf, I dare —— — 
Confidence, 4 Pri" Much ,”'Eſperiall y Lein 
kit lire us wel de Ufewhebe, the Conque 
tors ke all ulong Faincypany Gatlyourtd 
not mth to opptels the People! by them 
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the Kingdom; but at length, as ſohmehs zit 
began (As it ere) again to breathe under E- 
wurd tlie: Confeffor (monoſt holy Kingy and! 
Hr bforhe I Sur Nuαν he fortiwit ii 
_ dyidg-wiztibut! Iſſue, gavs och ſiom tocthe ur- 
md31torpaſs.over;} ho Hard their Op- 
poſer being overcome, abd:tie Exg/bpubour 
of their f antientalnberithnce) beganimmes! 
diatelyi to aſſign the: Lands and GF Dnds / in 
every place to theirfCompiinions undFellows = 
Soldiers} and to! introduds tlie Mo h 
toms ud Faſhions. I HII niht n offs 
Map things, o/ aſbruluit, are yet etunt 
inichemolrantient-Retords;ieven imthe Hep- 
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nour or Nobiliey — is altogerher 
| H. Nor did Mlium the Norman im 
mediately-wich' the Conqueſt change theſe 
nne Titles; for theſe Men, whom 
King f4ward che Coufeſſor in his harter 
conebrfing che Privileges by him granted to 
che Abbey tof Walken, in the Lear 1062. 
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anne cane eee a kele-befors | 
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; —— by his Royal Charter had 
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_— za Manus Count of Richmond; Hab 
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Fall'd, a Monarch, having in himſelf theofun 
preme executive Power! (the LegiWative. being 
_ in, the, People, 44) Lords and; Commons)! Is 
of, ſo great Majeſty, as that: heſicdes God, ant Þ| 
the Law of; the Land, he hath no Superio gpg 
chief Fraiſe Chen any matfer „of. greater 
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Cuneybof Cheer) but art c Dukes ef 
Oil even Hem tlie Art Four ef theilt 
Nativity." And) as the Heirs pparent Uf 
the Nomun Empite wWere (is I hüt gut now 
notecl) ſeall'd Cre; bf the aa > Deſpor, 
Lords; theſe of the'Kingddin-oÞBehep! Dau- 
phines and of Spain, Infantes; ſo thöſe of 
Elle Have been ſince that tit Ad Prin- 
ver Gf. Wales,” II ni v Cana 253 1304 
Aueh who are n660lintedofiethi — 
after the” Prinoes bf Malen ate cab by us 
Due Marquiſſes, Earls, Viſdoumts, and 8 
-rofis 50above Wm, if I ſhall 26 plies! the 
rift Brhous' Fellow ſhip/of Knights; of that“ 
Which with'uslis by” far the moſt' honourable 
Order, taking its Name of the Garter; hall 
-t perhaps ſeem to have done amiſs; ſinee 
"nlaketh; Knights; and ſolethmés them of 
:th6leſſer/Nobility::(excelling-others in Vertue 
and e almoſt equal not only: to Noble 2 
Emperor: Abtead r But of them Lam to ſpeak x 
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1 And this is the antienteſt Charter that Mr. 
Cunben ever ſaw, But now the Cuſtom 


with us is, that the Titles of Earldom are 


confer'd and beſtow'd according to the King's 
pleaſure, without any Poſſeſſion of the Places 
at all; to whom the King, inſtead of the third 
Penny, is wont to appoint a certain Sum of 
Mony to be yearly receiv'd out of the Exche- 
quer, or his Cuſtoms : of which more at large 
' hereafter. | 


Polydore Virgil, as to this Cuſtom, 3 


alſo. the matter right in theſe words; It is 


a Cuſtom in England (faith he) that Titles 


from Counties ſhall be diſpos'd of at the 
© pleaſure of the Prince, even without the 


© Poſſeſſion of ſuch Places from whence they 


© derive their Title.” Upon which account 


the King uſually gives to ſuch as have no Poſ- 


ſeſſions in the County, in lieu of that a cer» 
my annual Penſion out of the Exchequer ', 


After the Earls follow next in order the 
Viſcount, call'd in Latin Vice-comites, This, 
as to the Office, is an antient Title, but as 


to the Dignity but modern, ſince we had none 


— 
rr * 


5 4 1 Y * 
* Camb, Brit, 5. 175. | 
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of them before the time of Henry VI. for he 


<0 5 
1 
4 
. 12 
5 
4 
3 
* 9 
a "EF 
: * 
: 
2 
; 
* 
7 1 
F: 
AY 
* 2 
* 
* 
= — 
F 
: 
* * 
: 
* U 
5 
"ff 8 
5 
; 
- 3 
s 
0 
#5 
I — 
2 xi 
: 
# 
8 
7 
* 
9 
LE” 4 
* 
2 
I 
F 
* . 
3 
* 
F N 
: "4 FY 
«7 2 
% Fa 
p 
1] o 


4 vs] | 


Pee” LO * 
a n wk R PR ""—_ 8 
r n . 3 e 
5 EY : ERS. ** 7 9 E 12 R 

* 1 K. * * Fa 

? 
© 
* 

7 


114 11. diver B Beginnings WE 
in the eighteenth Year of hls Reign, created | 
John de Bellomonte, or Beaumont, a Viſcount: | 

80 that that which in antlent time was the | 

Name of an Office, we now at this day ac. | 
| Knowledge to be a certain Name and Title of | 

Dignity, plac'd in the middle betwixt an Farl | 

and a Baron, as a Marquiſs betwixt a Duke | 

and ah Barl. This Degree of Nobility hath | 

Inveſtiture from the Kings themſelves, with | 

certain ſolemn Ceremonies, as the other De. 
grees of Nobility have. | 
Amongſt the greater Nobility, Barons have, 
the next and laſt place, whoſe conjoin' | 

Power, compar'd with the reſt, hath in the | 
principal Affalrs of the Commonwealth 4. 

ways been the greateſt; of whoſe Beginning 

5 even Truth it ſelf doubtfutly wavereth. 4 
= certain learned Author faith, Quod Reger cn 

Plares haberent filios, nec omnes Reges poſſe 1 
(quod Regnum atvidi nequeat) proſpicerent, an. 

pla cuiq; dabant taftra cam Jariſdictione, & In 
perio; unde Barones dicerentur, id eſt, Fills ali 
exeelfiores. Some will have the word Baro td} 
have been deriv'd from the Greet word bach, 
ſignifying grave or weighty, Others again] 
fuppoſe chem to have been originally Gene 


. rals or Leaders of Nations and People, di. 
OT bertel 
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perſedly ming and ſtraggling up and down 
without any certain reſting places, after the 
Empire was fallen into decay; Who equally 
dividing the Lands, by force or leave by them 


gotten, did as it were by a Tutelar Law go- 


vern the People, holding of them in Fealty, 
and ſubject to every one of their Juriſdic« 


tions, either with a mere Sovereignty apart, 
as Monarchs, or under ſome other common 


Prince, Hence Baldus calls a Man of greateſt, 
middle, and meaneſt Authority and Com- 
mand, Haronem, of a Baron: But they who 
in Power and Authority Were in a manner 


alike and equal, were before in Latin calld 
pares Homines (or like Men) but by the French 
and Italiant (ſpeaking more contractly) Par- 


hommes and Parhnomint; and thereof they might 
(faith he) be call'd Baroni, and Barons; for 


with a more free Pronunciation they in their 
Words eaſily admit þ for p: and to give more 
credit to this matter, he addeth thereto the 
Force of divers Languages. For thoſe whom 


the French from the beginning call'd Barons, 


we in the ſame ſenſe in antient time call'd 
\Thayni, and in Engliſh at this day Lords; whom 
the Germans by a Circumlocution more pro- 
Healy cal ore greens which with us truly ſig- 
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- nifieth Free Lords, 4. e. = pi 
 rifditions and Territories. But from whence / 
this very word, Lord, is ſprung, (which is | 
not ſo much peculiar to Barons, as to al! 
Noblemen in general) remaineth yet doubtful. W 
But foraſmuch as 'tis our Cuſtom to call 

at Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls, and Viſcounts 

(and fome of the greateſt Officers and Ma- | 
giſtrates of the Kingdom alſo, tho they be 

not Barons) after the manner of Barons, 
Lords; ſome will have it to be a primitive and 
original Word of it ſelf, ſprung out of the 
\ Saxon word Hlaford, which is interpreted 

Lord. Others alſo ſuſpe& it to have been 
a derivative Word, and to have been firſt 
brought out of Burgundy ; it being manifeſt, | 
that the Emperor Probxs ſent the Burgundian: | 
(after he had conquer'd them) into Britain; 
who having here ſeated and ſettled them | 
Felves, did the Romans great ſervice if at any 
time Rebellion did ariſe, or was ſtirred up 
-againſt them: And in that place they call it 
- Allodinm, which ſignifieth free, and diſcharg'd | 
from all Homage and Service. And ſuch fort | 
of Poſſeſſors and Owners are even at this day | 
 _-eall'd Alodui, whom we, reſting almoſt upon 
85 the ame. ROE 4 io: tet call Lords. | 

7 | 8 . Contrary | 
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thoſe who in antient time 


te len e or Lore wa are the 
— or Leni, as ſubject to the Alodu, 


Whereof perhaps the word Laird is us'd a- 


ongſt the Scots, who with them is 4 Gen- 


tleman of the better ſort, but inferior in de- 


gree to a Baron, whom ww with us alſo call 


of Lord, 1 
But be the Beymologles of the Nate whey 


they will, and let Men think of them as they 
pleaſe, it is generally agreed that Free-heren, 


or Lords (call them which you will) have in 
all places lived as free-born Men, and of great 


| eſteem, and were the ſame whom Caſar cal- 
leth Regwlos in France, where even now ſome 
of the on old and antient Barons are repor- 
ted and reputed by a certain Right of thelt 
Baronies to contend for Precedence with the 
new Earls. But how full of Authority and 


Dignity the Name of a Baron and of à Ba- 


ronage is, will very plainly and eaſily appear, 


if either we reſpect the oy ef thereof, as 

ad Hereditaty 
Juriſdiction annex'd to their Honour and Dig - 
nity, and whereof we at this day retain a 
Shadow in our Lords Courts, commonly call'd 
Court-Bar6ns ; or look into the moſt honour« 


le 8 vegerable Privilege which they have 


* 


1 1 in 
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in the chiefeſt Aſſemblies of the Kingdom: 
N for all Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls and Viſcounts, 
have their Seats with the Barons in the high» 
eſt and moſt auguſt Aſſembly of the King- 
dom, 1. e. in Parliament, only by the Name 
of their Baronjes. Inſomuch that the grea- 


teſt Duke fitting in Parliament (altho he be 


plac'd according to the Preeminence of his 


Degree) holds his Place only by reaſon of his 


Barony; nor is the Privilege of fitting there 
for any other reaſon granted now to our Arch- 


biſhops and Biſhops (as formerly it was to 
ſome Abbots and others of the like ſort) but 
becauſe they have the Poſſeſſion and Dignity | 

of ſome Baronage or Barony annex'd and 


join'd to their Biſhopricks. Nay, the eldeſt 


Son of a Duke, tho he be commonly call'd 
an Earl, as alſo the eldeſt Son of an Earl, tho 


by the Flattery of Cuſtom, and in reſpect of 


his Blood, he be call'd in Latin Dynaſta, or Do- 


prinus, in French Signeur, and in Engliſb a Lord; 


yet if we conſider the Force of the Law, they 
are not to be number'd either amongſt the 


Earls. or Barons, but only to be accounted 
| Eſquires. Nor can.they challenge any V oice 
or Suffrage in the Parliaments, of the Kingdom 
| * wy as en en luer e W 
L oj . have 


have it often in Experience, I confeſs, that 
whenever the King ſhall ſee the eldeſt Son or 
Heir of a Duke, Marquiſs, or Earl, duly qua- 
lify'd by Wiſdom and Age, and worthy to 
be preſent' at ſo great Aſſemblies as Parlia- 
ments ; he promotes him to the height of that 
Honour, and by a Writ of Summons. (as they 
term it) his Father being yet alive, accord- 
ing to the Name and Stile (if he be the Son 


of a Duke) of his Barony ; or if he be the Son 


of a Marquiſs, or of an Earl, by the Name 
whereof he was before call'd, and whereof” 
he was Heir apparent, and with which his 
Father alſo was before inveſted. This, I fay, 
ſometimes: is done, and may be done by the 
Favour only of the Prince, whoſe Prerogative 
herein is ſo indeterminate, as that he may 


promote to Honours, and admit into Parlia- 


ments whom he pleaſeth: Mong Examples 
whereof are extant upon Record. 2 8 
For we rightly acknowledge no Barons, er 
thoſe whom the King's Royal Majeſty hath 
firſt by his Charter created, or elſe the Par- 
liament's Preeminence and Dignity deſign d; 
who ſo calbd, and once admitted, and i in Par- 
liament plac'd, are ever after to be held and 
ame een and to be reckon d wee 
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the Nobility of the Baronage of e, 
Nor doth it any where appear that any of. | 
them were afterwards rejected or nee 
except by chance their Poſſeſſions were ſo far 
diminiſh'd, as that they were by no means 
able to maintain ſo great an Honour. For 
as in antient time the Roman Senators, who 


had waſted their Senators Subſtance, were 


out of Senate remowd; even ſo I ſay, ſuch 
are either of their own accord to abſtain 
from coming into the upper Houſe of our Par- 
liaments, or elſe (I may fay perhaps) are not 
admitted to fit there, tho they for ever ſtill 
; retain the Stile and Name of their Barony. 

And theſe be they whom we acknowledge 


. to be named Nobility, whereof the eme 


ate the moſt honourable, reſembling the an · 
tient Form of a Reverend Roman Father, re- 
giſtred to be one of the Council of State, and 
of the Senatorian Dignity; and with us gi- 
ving an Entrance to all the higher Degrees of 
Honour, as did that amongſt the antient "WY 
mans. At firſt it was for a-certain ſpace my 
to none, but thoſe who for their Martial 
Proweſs were renown'd; to whom alſo the 


Enſign of a Barony was given, as es 1 
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| _ they, whom martial Deeds: had recom» 
mended, but even they alſo, whom. their No- 
bility of Birth, their Manners, Fortune, or 
Wiſdom, had at home ennobled, were wont 


by the King's Writ of Summons to be calld 


. Wach to the high Aſſembly of Parliament. 175 
And at length King Henry VI. brought in the 


Faſhion to create ſome by this Name, by 


virtue of his Royal Charter: the Form 


whereof, together with that other of calling : 


by Writ of Summons to the Parliament; may 


be ſeen at large in ſeveral Books of Herak- 
dry; to which 1. hore far "Oy BOY refer 
the: Reader. i R090 

Now: as to the A of) eee 


long upon it; but after a ſlight Touch, pals - 


over to that Political Nobility, which reſterh - 


chiefly upon the Cuſtoms of Nations. 


Such as have by their own or others fault 
loſt their honourable Stiles and Titles, are 


wont to be to the ſame, by Petitions exhi- 


bited to the King in full Parliament, re- 
ſtor'd: which I would: have to be a Confir- 
mation of renew'd or reſtor'd Nobility, 
g bereof the Ae of Mane Da . | 
1 


1 


3 


new d Nobility, before. loſt, I ſhall not dwell 
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the firft Year of King Henry VIII. (to omit” 


3 0 une Duke of e in nee in 


| 1 


4 others) may ſerve for. Example ; whereby 


ſhe is reſtor'd to the Stile,” State, Name, Ti. 


tle, Honour, and Dignity of the Counteſs of 
Salubury; from which Edward her Brother, 
Earl thereof, had by his Guilt fallen. The 
Petition it ſelf is longer than is neceſſary to 


be here inſerted : it is in Engliſb extant in the 
Records, and is ſhut has with n _ . 


; vg. bred” #64 


Which Petition ben rnd; ad to the | 


c full underſtood, and conſented unto: by our 


© ſaid! Lord the King, by the Advice and 
. © Aſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 


and of the Commonalty in the aforeſaid 


Parliament being; and alſo by the Autho- 
* rity of the ſame Parliament, it was -unto 


c the fame Petition thus nn 


1 Soit faict come 51 en ae re; 
\ * Beit done e as it is ae. : 
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Have hind faid that Political N obiliry, 

ſtill ſubject. to the Diſpoſitions of Princes, 
and Changes of Time, depended always upon 
the Cuſtoms of Nations. 

For firſt of all, it is manifeſt that Dignil 
ties, which were but the bare Names of per- 

| ſonal Offices, at length became hereditary and 
ſucceſſory ; and yet War divers Laws, ir 
gumſcribed. 

And altho Women in Germany wb 7 
Dukes, Earls, or Barons, are, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Empire, ſtiled and call'd 
Dutcheſſes, Counteſſes, and Baroneſſes; yet 
by the Law of the Imperial Grant, the Prin, 
Eipalities themſelves, with the Fees thereto 
belonging, deſcend to the Males only; who 
failing, they reyert to the Emperor. Which 
thing, the great Dukedom of Carinthia proveth 
to be ſo: For Ericus (or Henry) the laſt Duke 
being dead without Heirs Male, the Duke: 


gh 60 the * return d. again to the Em: 5 
| is 91 ; 


15 12 25 5 Ip i 
1 ; | ; 
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he; nts Lond the Emperor afterwards © / 


We”: beſtow'd upon Albert Duke of Auſtria. 


of the Dukes of Saxony being extinct) gave 
the Dukedom, in the Year 1423, to the Mar- 
quiſſes of Miſnia; and the Marquiſate of Bran- 
Aunburgh to the Burghgra ves of Nuronubusg 
or Norimberg : whoſe Succeſſors even ow at 
this day enjoy the ſame. EN 

The fame we read to have been done in 
nah: for Wenceſlsas the Emperor, in the 
Year 1490, grac'd the Vice- County of Milan 
witch the Title of a Dukedom ; but ſo as that 


with that Dignity, be made a part of the 


the Emperor Charles V. created ſore (as well 
at Naples as elſewhere) but yer always with 
| chat common Law of Reverſion, That ſo 
ſoon as the laſt of the Male Deſcent ſhould 
dlie, they ſhould be made Imperial Dignities. 
Bat here (by the way) we muſt remember, 
that the Emperors did not always do all ting 
according to the utmoſt Extent of their Pow- 
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Sigiſmund the Emperor alſo (the right Line 


Serre 


for want of Heirs Male it ſhould, together 


Imperial Patrimony And in the Remem- 
brance of our Grandfathers, we read that 


er; but ſometimes by a new beneficiary & 
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om of Nations. 
maining) mitigating the Extremity of the 
Law, (by wiſe Men firſt interpreted) Regard 


5 


being ſtill had either to the Commonwealth, 
or to ſome former Agreement, or to the 


Pine preſent. a in 
In France Rennatus Choppinus, diſputing of 
the Royal Demeſne, maketh a diſtinction of 
Dignities. For he affirmeth all military and 
maſculine Dignities by the Salique Law to 
be annex'd to the Fees Royal, nor by any 


means by mere Law to come to the Women, 
altho the Heirs Male fail; except by ſpecial 


and expreſs words it be before otherwiſe pro- 


vided : which (he ſaith) he himſelf hath ſeeh 


and read. Vet in the mean time he affirms 
private Principalities are not to be deny?d to 


* 1 / 8 ju 


I Frenchman born in 1537, at Baleul in Anjou, and on- of the 


moſt eminent Lawyers of that Age. He was a. good Pleader, and 
look'd upon as a ſort af Oracle in his Profeſſion. His Works are, 
viz, Politia Sacra, Monafticon, beſides other. Tracts collected in figs 


Pol. in Fol. in Latin, and five in French. He died at Paris in 1608. 


* Diftated to the Franks by four of their Nobility, or Chief Men 


choſen out of many others Anno 422 and ſo call d ſrom the River 


Sala in Germany, about which the Eaſtern Franks inhabited, or pro- 
bably near it held their Placita, and Conventions, in which they 
made their Laws, &c. Or from Sal or Sala, the [ame with Aula, 
' a Hall or Court: ſo that the Salique Law was the Riyal or Court» 
1 9 Brady Compleat Hiſt, of England, p.60, 1ſt part of Saxon 
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ple of the County of Arminiach, by a Wo. 


warre, and by many others alſo. 
And whilſt I'm writing ſome few chings 


ing our own Affairs, I think it not 


amiſs to ſubjoin the following Latin and Eng- 
Ib Tranſlation of a molt antient Writing ta- 


ken out of the old Saxon Laws, which (tho | 


the Original both in Tongue and Character 
ſounds merely Saxon like) yet ſeemeth in 
ſomethings to ſavour of the Daniſh Matters, 
as alſo of the ant ient Laws either of the Bri 


tons themſelves, or of the Saxon, ſhaken and 
rent aſunder under the Rule and Government 


of the Dares. It follows thus, vis. 
Tempus erat olim cum Anglicis Legibus & Po- 
| ale ſuns ubique conſtabat Honor. Qui ex Populo 
prudentiſſimi erant, in honore fuerunt, ſuo quiſque 
ordine, Comes & Colonus, Thaynus & Sub-Thay- 
nus. Quod fi Colonus ita rem feciſſet, ut habue- 
rit plend quinqgue hydas proprie terre, dem 
Sacram, Coquinam, Campanile & Portam, locum 
| item, & peculiare munus in Regia Auld, tun 


erat deinceps pari cum Thayno dignitate : Si vero 


"Thaynus ita provectus erat, ut Regi ſervitrit, & 
vancius ejus eſſet & . in familia," Si 
8 tunt 


man's Righe devoly'd en dhe King of As 
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tune etiam Thaynum ſibi Famulantem Fee | 
411 ad Regiam Expeditionem quingue hydas ha- 

| buerit, ejuſque in Regii Auld Domino ſervitrit, 

| \Ferque ejus Muncius ad Regem venerit, hic de- 
inceps dati Fidelitate Domini perſonam ſuſtinere 
poterat, þ 0 opus fuiſſet, . Quod ſi Thaynus ita e- 

_ weltas erat, ut Comes evaſerit, pari erat dein- 
ceps cum Comite dignitate. Et ſi Mercator ita 
rem feeiſſer, ut ter vaſtum Mare ſus periti4 tra- 
jecerit, pari tunc erat cum Thayno dig nitate. 
Quod ſo literarum ſtudioſas literis prag reſſum fe- 
eiſſet, ut ordines habuerit, & Chriſto inſervierit, 
erat deinde venerandus & immunis, quantum ad 
locum ju. ſpectabat, niff ita excidiſſet ut Joo | 


munere uti non potuiſſet. 


© It was ſometime in the Engliſh Lis, d 


that the People and Laws were in Repu- 


„tation, and then were the wiſeſt of the 
People worthy of Worſhip, each in his 


degree, Eorle, and Chorle, Theyn and 


4 & 


n TR 


2 . Chorle, Churle, Ceorle, Carle, was in the Saxon time 4 The 


nant at will of free Condition, who held ſome Land from the 


Thane, on condition of Rents and Services. Which Ceorles were of 
two ſorts; one that hired the Lords Out- Land or Tenementary 


' Land, like our Farmers; the other that till'd and manur d the In- 


land or Demains (yielding Opus, not Cenſum, Work, and not 
Rent) and were thereupon call'd his Sockmen or Ploughmen: Gy | 


7 Under- { 


| als Interp. 


; ©YVnder-Theyn' : and if a'Chorle ſo thriv'd, 
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5 Land, a'* Church, and à Kitchen, a Bell. 
* houſe and a Gate, a Seat and a ſeveral Of. 


" © fire in the King's Hall; then was he thence- 


a Theyn ſo thriv'd that he ſery'd the King, 
and on his Meſſage or Journy rode in his 


„ Houſhold, if he then had a Theyn that 

him follow'd, who in the King's Expedi- 

tion five Hides had, and in the King's Pa- 
ace his Lord ſerv'd, and thrice With his 

_ © Errand had gone to the King; he might 
© afterward with his Fore-Oath his Lord's 
« part play at any need. And if a Theyn ſo 


r 


— — — —— — 


Thane, or Theyn, ſignifies ſometimes. ai Nobleman, ſometimes 
4 Frieman, ſometime: a Magiſtrate 3 but more properly, an Officer 
e Miniſter of the King. Lamb. in his Expoſition of Saxon Words, 
- verb. Thanus Ad Skene de Verb. Signif. /airh, That it is a 
Name of Dignity." equal with the Son of an Earl, This Appella · 


tion was in uſe amongſt us after the Norman Conqueſt, as appear: 


..ov- y.and. 4 certain Writ -of William I, Gambden ſays, 

+ They were ennobled only b 

. The Saxon Thave was: ſo elbe from Fenian, Service j and in La- 
tin Miniſter, a miniſtrando. So that a Thane at fr, (in like man- 


ner as an Hari) was not properly a Title of 'Dignity, but of Servite | 


but according to the Degrees of Service, ſome of greater Eſtimation, 
ſome of leſs. So thoſe that ſerv'd the K ing in # io of Eminenty, 
eit her in Court or Commonwealth, were cad Thayni'Majores and 
Thayni Regis — that . ſerv'd under them, as they did under 
the King, were call d Thayni Minores, or the Leſſer Thanes.' 
® The Parſons always lov'd good Eating, 


* 
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thrivd 
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the Office which they adminiſtred, 
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„ thrivnd that he became an Earl, then was 
he thenceforth an Earl's Right-Worthy. | 
© And if a Merchant ſo thriv'd, that he 
© paſt'd thrice over the wide Sea, of his own. 
Craft; he was thenceforth the Theyn's 
Right - Worthy. And if a Scholar fo thriv'd 
through Learning, that he had Degree, and 
© ſerv'd Chriſt; he was thenceforth of Dig- 
© riity and Peace ſo much worthy as there- 
s belong'd, unleſs he forfeited, fo that he 
. c the Uſe of his Degree ne might? ? 


. Theſe Ruins or Rubbiſhes of Antiquity 
it make ſhew of a Perpetulty of Nobility, even 
» WY from'the beginning of this Iſland : but Ten 1 


o ora mitantur, & not mutamur in illu. For 
King Edward the Confeſſor, laſt of the Saxor 
Blood, bringing with him out of Normandy 
the Title of a Baron, the Thanes from that 
time began to grow / out of uſe, and in pro- 
ceſs of time to loſe even their very Names, 
But the Name of Baronage began at length 
to be both in Dignity and Power ſo magnifi- 

ent above the reſt; as that therein all the 

Nobility of England ſeem'd to be compre- 
hended. As for Dukes, they were (as it 
were) feteb'd from long Exile, and again re- 


ib by wy Edward Il. and d argue «ol 
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1 136 *. f* Nations. 
and Viſcounts were Wen e 
in by King Richard II. and King — L. 4: 
But our Kings deſcended of the Norman 
Blood granted an hereditary and ſucceſſory 
* to honourable Titles, (ſuch I mean 
as are the Titles of Karldoms and Baronies) 
without any difference of Sex at all. Which 
thing 1 could by many Examples of Antiqui- 
0 make manifeſt, but that by ſo doing 1 
a 


ll draw out this Diſcourſe, into too great 
a leng th. However, three things I eſpecially 
eee to the Reader's Conſideration, 
Viz. 1. The Diſpoſitions and Inclinations of 
dur Kings in creating of the Nobility.. 2 
The Cuſtom of transferring of Honours and 
-- Dignities by Families. And, 3. The Force 
of Time, and the Change "and Aiterark6n of 
Things. For our Kings (who only and alone 
do in their Kingdom bear the abſolute, tho 
not arbitrary, Rule and Sway) are with us 
_ "efficient Cauſes of all Political Nobility. In 
ſhort, our Kingg Royal Majeſty i is always, like 
it felf conſtant and the ſame; which havi 
regard to the Virtue, Stock, Wealth, an 
Subſtance of any Man, Coheteby he may 
with his Counſel or Service profit the Com- 


5 monwealeh) ly ls . Place * (and. "Rp 


wi irhout b 


o 


6. „n „ Nen erg 5 
wichout reſtraint) give and beſtow Dignities 
and Honours, ſometimes chuſing more Barons 
than one out of the fame Family; (the Cuf- 
tom of the Succeſſion of the former and more 
antient Baron being ſtill kept intire, and not 
at all broken:) As Edward VI. wiſely did in 
the Family of the Willoughbies, which Family 
(that for brevity- ſake I ſhould not reckon up 
more) beſides the moſt antient Barony of the 
Willowghbits of Erevby, an nn Ba- 
W alſo of Parham N 
Our Kings therefore we en to 
his the Fountains of Political Nobility ; to 
whom we may gratefully refer all the Degrees 
of Honours and Dignities : and we have juſt 
cauſe to rejoice on the behalf of our Nobili- 
ty of Britain, who have always had Kings 
themſelves Authors, Patrons, Governours, 
and Defenders thereof; that When Lands, 
Fees, and Poſſeſſions ſubject to Covenants or 
Agreements, are ſtill toſs'd with the Storms 
of the Judicial Courts, and of the Common 
Law, it is only to the Kings themſelves 
beholden, and reſteth upon Heroical Orders, 
and Inſtitut ions Tone _ 50e e to it 
. tl 
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And the N oblemen, for deciding of Suit 

= concerning their Honours, and for giving to 
Þ every Man that which of right belongeth to 
his Fame and Dignity, have their Tribunal, MW 


: 
* 


| 3 e when I ſhall come. to the Order of 
Ons I ſhall be a little DIS: parti- F i 


' Noblemen of the leſſer Sort. 5 


8 * + n 8 9 1 7 * 


I 90 | 5 . . 
HE leſſer N oblemen are divided into' 
three Sorts or Ranks, vir. Knights, 
BE! Eſquires, and thoſe we call only by the name 
%%% ̃ ͤb-l den 

ights, call'd by our Engliſh Lawyers Mi- 
lites, are all one with the Saxon Cnite; and ſigni- 
| + with us Perſons bearing Arms, whe for their 
We LS... 2 A. £45 Vertues 
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Vertyes and ſpecial martial Proweſs are by 


the King, or one having the King's Autho- 
rity, fingled from the ordinary ſort of Gen- 


Loy and rais'd to a higher Step of Dig- 
They amongſt all Nations took their 


| Names from Horſes, becauſe in antient Times 
they ſerv'd in the Wars on horſeback. The 


Romans call'd them Equites, the Italians term'd 


them C avallieri, the French Chevaliers, the 


Germans Reyti ers, the Spaniards Gavallaros, the 


' Welch Marchog, &c. and all with reſpect to 
Riding. Cambden fays, They are call'd 


Knights only by the Engliſh, a Word in the 
antient Engliſh, and German Tongue, ſignify- 


ing promiſcuouſly Servant, or one that does 
Service, and a Voung-Man. Our common 
Lawyer Bracton mentions the Rad-Cnightes, 
i. e. ſerving Horſemen, who held Lands upon 
this Condition, That they ſhould furniſh 


their Lord with Horſes; from whence, by 


ſhortning the Name, (che Engliſh loving Con- 
tractions) Cambden was perſuaded, that 
Knights remain now in uſe with us. But 


for what reaſon the Laws of our Country, | 


and all the Writers fince the Norman Con- : 
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| queſt, ſhould term them in Latin, oli, 
the ſame Hiſtorian did not well apprehend. | 
Not but that he knew well enough, that in 
the Declenſion of the Roman Empire, the 
Name of Milites was transfer'd to ſuch, as 
| were always attending upon the King s Per- 
ſioon, and had the more conſiderable Employ- 
ments in the King's Retique, But according 
to the beſt of his knowledge of the matter, 
he concludes, that the firſt who were ſo 

call'd amongſt us, were they who held bene- 
ficiary Lands, or in Fee, for their Service in 


} : the Wars. For thoſe Fees were call'd Milita- 


ky 7, and rhey who i in other: places are termd 
| diers, (as the Milites or Soldiers of the King, 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, of Earl Ro- 
ger, &c.) becauſe they had Lands beſtow'd 
upon them by theſe Perſons, with this Con- 
dition, that they ſhould fight for them and pay | 
them Fealty and Homage. Whereas others, 
who ſery'd in the Wars for ſo much in Mony, 
were call'd Sol idarit and Servientes, How- 
ever theſe M;lites or Egaites (call them which 
You Fs are of 3 forts ed us; vis. 
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thoſe of the Order of the Garter, (the moſt 
honourable of all: the Bannerets, thoſe of 
de Bb, and ſuch whom we call in Exetiſþ 
N ſimply Knights, and in Latin Equites e | 
1 or Milites, without any addition. al 
BB — Knightsof the Garter, Eguites Garterii, or 
BB Periſcelidis, (by far the moſt honourable of 
all Orders) were firſt created by King EA. 
= ward HI. (the moſt Invincible King of Eng. 
aa and France, a Prince principally endow?d 
1 with all manner of Piety, Magnanimity, 
and Wiſdom) in the 23d Year of his Reign, 
after he had obtain'd' many notable Victories 
Over the French and Scots; who for furniſh- 
ing of this Honourable Order, made a choice 
out of his own Realm and all Chriſtendom, 
of the beſt and moſt excellently reno nd 
Knights in Virtue and Honour; beſtow ing 
this Dignity upon them, and giving them a 
blue Garter (but commonly call'd the Garter) 
daeck'd with Gold, Pearl, and precious Stones, 
and a Buckle of Gold to wear daily upon the 
left Leg only, a Kirtle, Crown, Cloke, Cha- 
peron, a Collar, and other ſtately and mag- 
nificent Apparel, exquiſite. and heroical, to 
Wear at high Feaſts, as to ſo High and Prince- 
th n Order Way. met Of which, he and 
216% „ his 
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his Succeſſors, Kings of England, were or. 
da ind Sovereigns, and the reſt Fellows and 
Brethren, to the number of 26; who being 


ſolemnly ſworn, and binding themſelves to- 


gether with a Bond of mutual and perpetual 
Friendſhip, for the defence of the Honour 
and Dignity of their College and Fellowſhip, 
refuſp-not to undergo any Danger, no not 
Death it ſel And being once yearly attir'd 
in the Robes and Ornaments of their Order, 
meet together upon the 23d Day of April, a 
Pay dedicated to St.George. This Honoura- 

ble Society being a College or Corporation, 
| hath a common Seal belonging to it, and 
conſiſts not only of a Sovereign Guardian, 
(Which is the King of England) who always 


governs this Order by himſelf or his Deputy, 
and of 26 Companions, call'd Knights of the 
Garter; but of 14 Secular Canons that be 


Prieſts, or muſt be within one Year after 
w"_— Admiſſion; 13 Vicars, Prieſts alſo; and 


©. 1967 poor- Knights, who have no other Suſte- 


nance, or Means of living, than the Allow» 
ance of this Houſe, which is given them in 
reſpe& of their daily Prayer to the Honour 
of God and St. George. There be alſo certain 


L hah mg to a Order vie, the Pre; 
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ute of the Garter, (which Office is inherent 
t the Biſhop of Mincheſtor for the time be- 
ning) che Chancellor of the G Garter, the Re- 
de iſter, (who is always Dean of Windſor) the 
Prineipal King at Arms, calld.Gaxrer, whoſe . 

, chief buſineſs is to manage and marſhal their 

N Solemnities at their yearly Feaſts and Inſtall.- 
q tions. Laſtly, the Uſher of the Garter, who 

| is alſo the Uſher of the Black Rod. The 


Scite of this College is the Caſtle of Windſor; 
with the Chappel of St. George, orected by 
that great King Edward III. as alſo the Chap- | 
ter-Houſe in the ſaid Caſtle. This Order 


; 
q © (according to Cambdes) receivid' great Orna. 
, ment from Edward IV. And Chanles I. as an 


Addition to their Splendor, order'd all the 
Companions of the Order to wear on the left 
ſide of their upper Garment the Croſs of 
England, encircled with the Garter and Mot? 
to, ( Honi ſoit qui Mah penſe, commonly thus 
interpreted, Evil to him that Evil thinktth';\ 
or rather thus, To him be it, that Euil thin 
teh) from whence round about are caſt 
Beams of Silver, like the Rays of the Sun 
in full Luſtre. This is what I have thought 
ſufficient - to inſert, in this ſmall Treatiſe, 
; Oy. the TOs: o the moſt Noble 
| Maa, 


. 
faction herein, I ſhall refer the Reader to 
that large Tract written by Elias We | 


. Hfq; concerning this Order, 

9 A Banneret,' Bannerettun, Miles V. blende, 
uz a Degree of Honour eſteem'd the laſt a- 
mongſt che greateſt, (I mean Nobiliam Majo- 


Rank. In Mr. Stene's opinion it is com- 


and cannot trace their Antiquity beyond the 


its height for martial Di 


Forms of Creations, vis. Sometimes under 
the Royal Standard diſplay'd ; the Perſan, 
by having the lower end of his Penon cut off 


| into a Square, (ſuch as Barons uſe) a receiving 


this Honour. 2. Or by Patent, as Edward III. 
rem teneret & continuerit Banneretti, to him 


pounded of Banner and Rent. But 0 i'Cambe 
| den derives i it. from the German Banner- Hleyrs, 


En WW. z Hs” re K r , =» 


Times of Edward III. when England was at 

| ipline ; and faith, | 
That till Time ſets this matter in à clearer 
licht, he muſt believe, that this Honourable 
Title was then firſt invented as a Rewardes 
warlike Courage. There have been three 
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| de Grey was declar'd by Writ of Edward II. 


to be de Familia Regis tanqdam Baunerettus ; 
thereby meaning both Precedency. and Salary 
accordingly. Sir Thomas Smith ſaith, that a 
Banneret is a Knight made in the Field, with 
the Ceremony of cutting off the Point of 
his Standard, and making it as it were 3 
Banner; and accounted ſo honqurable, that 
they are allow'd to diſplay their Arms in the | 
Field, in the King's Army, as the Barons dg, 


Cambden's words are, Banneretti 4 Baronihu 


ſecundi erant, quibus inditum Namen à Veillo, 
conceſſum enim erat illis Militaris Virtatis erg 
quadrato Vexillo (perinde ac Barones }) ati, unde 


1 


c Equites Vexillari 4 nonnullis latins uacantur, 


That they be next to Barons in Dignity, ap, 
pears. by the Stat. 14 R. 2. cap. 1 . and 5 R. 8, 
Stat. 2. cap. 4. It may be conjectur'd, that 

they were antiently call'd by Summons ta 
the Court of Parliament. And in 13 f. g. 
Stat. 2. cap. 1. we find that a Banneret, for 

praying a Pardon for a Murderer, is ſubject 
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"vs 07 Nik of the 198 Sort. 1—ͤ J 
5 II. made divers Bannefets upon the cur. 
5 1 Commotion, Anno 1495. . 
Next come the Knights of the Bath, Mite 1 
tes Balnei, wel de Balneo; ho are an Order 
of Knights made within the Liſts of the Baß, 
and girded with a Sword in the Ceremony 
of their Creation. For the Antiquity and 
3 whereof, vid. Dugdale s Deſerip- | 
tion of Worceſterſhire, fol. 531, 32. They 
ate ſo calbd from bathing the night before 4 
'. heir Creation: they take place of Knights WW; 
Batchelors, but come after Baronets, 
Now for thoſe Knights ſimply fo call'd, | 
Without any other addition: An Order, tho | 
loweſt at this day, yet of greateſt Antiquity 
and Honour i in the firſt Inſtitution. The Ro- 
duns, and our Anceſtors the old Germans, 
cConfer d not this Order upon any under Six- | 
teen Years of Age: And this Tacitus (de Mo- 
ribus Germanorum) teacheth us. Now ſeeing : 
theſe Military Voung- men were call'd by the 
old Germans in their Language Kpechrs (Men 
arm'd with Spear and Lance, the Enſigns of 
their Knighthood) as they are in ours; 
Cambden is of opinion, that the Original boch 1 
of the Name and Inſtitution is to be deriv'd 
from thence, In the time of _ Saxons, 
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2 of Lab leben of {the ſſo 89 . 
Knights were ſometimes made is Biſhops, 


Abbots, and ſome 


Cambden quotes; viz, Qui Militie/legitime 


 conſecrandus eſſet, veſpere præcedente, ad Epiſco- | 
pum, Abbatem, Monacham, wel Sacerdotem con- 


tritus de peccat 15 confeſſionem faceret, & abſolatas 


orationibus deditus in Eccleſia pernottaret in craſ- 


tinum Rem Sacram  auditurus,  Gladium ſuper 


 Altare offerret, & poſt Evangelium Sacerdos be- 


nellictum Gladium Militis collo cum benedictione 


imponeret, & communicatus ſacris Chriſti My. 


teriis denud legitimus Miles permaneret. And 
thus the Noble Herewardus, who gave the 
Normans ſo ſtrong a Diverſion, was knighted, 


And even after the Norman Conqueſt, in the 


Reign of William I. William Rufus his Son 
was not knighted by his Father, but by Lan- 


Ee OTE * Canterbury, as * Malmeſ- 


—k att 3 1 
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— Brit. Lat, Edie, 8% p. 105. e al 
o_ Who writ the Hiſtory of the Saxon Kings and 1 Biſhops before 


- 


the Conqueſt and after it till his own time, and was Chanter and 


Library - Keeper of the Church in Malmesbury, in Lat. Maldunenſs 
Coenobium; @ Market and Burgh-Town in Malmesbury- Hundred, 
in the North-Weſ of Wiltſhire, ſituate on the Weſtern Bank of the 


River Avon, on the Confines of the County of Gloceſter. This 


Jew 6 rok its Name and Riſe 8 WO a 5 Iriſh 


ner whereof is in-theſ: —_ deſerib'd- to us 
by Ingulphus, who liv'd in thoſe: days, whom | 
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 buridnſis and Murthem Puri inform us. Bur 
this Cuſtom (as nes ura by degrees 
grew obſolete; from the time that it was ridi- 
cul'd and exploded by the Normans; and a 

| - Synod was held at Meſtminſter in 1102, Which 
N | decreed: that Abbots ſhould not create 
Knights. At preſent (ſaith * Combien) he 
whois is to be knighted, flexic genibus each 
 Gladio leniter in humero percuritur, Princepſque | 
is verbis gallict affatar,  Sois Chevalier au nom 
41. Dia, i. e. Be thou a Knight in the name of 
t, God; & eam, Avancez Chevalier, i. e. Riſe | 
up ir Knight. Formerly Knights were made | 
EF  DÞnly out of the Order. of Soldiers, no other 
Profeſſion being taken in. The firſt Tradeſ. 
man or Citizen who was knigtited amongſt 
us, was Sir William Wallworth Lord Mayor of 
923 ae. whe: was een 0 11 A 
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* 4 deals. Monk 8 to the — — 7 & Alban, 
to the Tear 1259. and accounted- one of the greateſt Men 

2 Learning and Ingenuity in his time, 8 a conf derable Hiſto- 
rian. Hecalls his Hiſtory Hiſtoria Major; which l divided into 
tuo Parts : the firſt begins with the World, and reaches to Wil. 
liam the Conqueror; the ſecond begins with the Conqueſt, and i, 
dard on to 1250, which he afterwards continu'd to. 1259, 
which Tear he died, A Monk of the ſame Monaflery._continu'd | 
tibi Hiſtory to 1272, or 73; that is, ta the Death af K. Henry 9 1 
Mat. Paris «bridg'd his Hiſtoria. Major, which Abridgmens 
call d his Hiſtoria Minor; and writ ſeveral other Bae ns 
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_ holders were call'd Milites, which | 
to have been a Cuſtom with us. Bracton alſo 
| in divers places faith, that Knights muſt be 


M 
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chard, III. for his eminent 


Service in ſup- 
preſſing a Rebellion, by killing the Rebel 
Wut Tyler in Smithfield with his own hand. 
2Twas ſone time after before this Honour 
was conſtr d on Serjeants at Law, the (firſt 
Inſtance being in the -26th of Hem VIII. 
The Value of a Knight's Fee was about the 


Conqueror s time no more than 100 6. per ann. 


but in the Reign of Henry III. it was faiſed 
to 10 J. per aun. and towards the latter enil 
of his Reign to 15 l. Temp. Edward I. it moun- 


ted to 201. per ann. Henry VIII. brought it 


to 40 l. per ann. Thoſe who were poſſeſsdd 


of Eſtates to the Value above mention d, be- 
ing oblig d to receive the Honour of Knight- 


hood, or to fine upon Refuſal; ſo that the 
Title was rather a Burden: than an Honour. 
Stene de Verbor. ſi ff gniſicat. verb. Milites, ſaith, 
that in the antient Laws of Scurland Pres- 


in Juries; came turn Freeholders do n 
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=. gs: 3 Title, * * e , 
of 4 Knighriare ſo great, I" muſt; before | 
4 leave it, ſay ſomething more of Knighthood, | 
Ir is one of the higheſt Degrees & Honour, 
and the Antiquity thereof is deriv'd from the 
irſt Original of Martial Diſcipline, being the 
_ «firſt Honour that was ever given to worthy 
Perſons; not to ſuch only as were courageous 
| 'andhardy,:and'had borne Office in the Field, | 
but to ſuch as were found grave in Council, 
cCourageous in War, provident in Danger, and 
aable by their Advice to direct or lead an 
Army againſt the moſt perilous Enemy that 
ſhould offer to invade the State Pompey tlie 
Great, after his many and wonderful Victo- 
ries; : having vanquiſh'd and taken ſeveral 
Kings Priſoners in Battel, and having been 
divers times General in the Field, triumphing 
moſt like an Emperor, did not think himſelf WF 
highly honour d, till ſuch time as he had ; 4 
© ' - .-receiv'd the Honour of Knighthood; and 
 -therefore-when the Cenſors ſat upon the Tri- 
4 bunal· Seat, he defir'd it: Such was 'the Ac- 
count of Knighthood in former times, that 
Emperors, Kings, and great Princes of the 
World took the ſame as an Addition of Ho- 
Nour: Arthar, King of Great Britain, erected 
"eget His 
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Ch d delten of uſer Sort. 145 
his Round Table at Wincheſter, and to honour | 
1 and Captains of his Hoſt, dub. 


hbed an hundred and forty of them in one 
day; ; and under that Title the Chriſtians 


to honour their Nobility; could not invent 
a higher or more excellent Degree of Honour 


than Knighthood: which had it not been 
more in eſtimation and worth than the reſt ſure 
they would never have devis'd it, but found 
odut ſome other; and had it been inferior to 
or leſs than any other, queſtionleſs they would 
never have accepted it, in ranking themſelves 
in the ſame Order, as many noble Kings did, 
vis. Our Edward III. who erected the moſt. 
antient and honourable Order of the Garter; 
they of France St. Michael, they of Burgundy 


the Golden Heece, and they of Savoy the An- 
nunciation; all with the Name and Title of 
Knights, No honourable Perſon will deny, 
but that Knighthood hath great Excellency, 
amongſt all other Titles of Honour; for other- 


wiſe ſo many great Princes would never have bk 


L | taken 


* ; * in * 


wWarred againſt the Infidels, for Maintenance 

* the Goſpel. The Knights of Jeruſalem were 
alſo honour'd with that Title by Godfrey of 
e s z wand in latter times great Kings 
and Princes, to garniſh, their Kingdoms, and 
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146 / Noblemen of the leſſer Sort. 
taken that Honour in their .- Perſons, 2s | 
ban Augmentation of their Monarchical Ex. 
cellencies; as witneſs Lewis: XI. Who was! 
knighted at his Coronation by Philiy Duke 
of Burgundy; who if made a Duke, Marquis 
_— it would have detracted Ws in al 
Nen Titles being in himſelf. 1 

I᷑ be Privileges of a Naichs w were h and 
N great; amongſt which, if one under Age had 
been made a Knight, he was thereby pre- 
ſently freed from the Wardſhip of his Perſon, Ml 
in reſpect of his readineſs to perform Knights IM © - 
Service in his own Perſon, which before ws Ml © 
to be done by his Guardian. And this Pri- 
vilege was deny'd to all Noblemen; for i 
any of them, being under Age, hide bert my” 
made a Duke, Earl, Viſcount, or Baron, he ben 
Was notwithſtanding under Wardſhip till: 
/ alfo ifa Villain had been made a Knight, he 
was immediately enfranchiſed thereby. More/ 
over, by the antient Laws of the Kingdom 
'if a Ribald, or one of baſe Birth, had ſtruck 
2 Knight, he ſhould have loſt his Hand: and 
- the antient Laws had ſuch regard to that 
Degree, that neither Knights nor their eldeſt 
Sons were compellable to find Pledges in view —- - 
bol Frank-pledges or Law-days. If an 8 oY As 
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bad been brought againſt | 4 Knight, not = 


* ming hin Knight, t the Action abated, becauſe 
+ the word "Knight was 4 Name of Dignity. 


ke If an Eſquire had been made a Kaighit, he 
fs, by loſt” the Name of Eſquire; hut if a Knight 
al had been made a Duke, Earl, or Baron, he 

4 — ſtill held and retain'd the Name and Ticle of 
"ls Knight during his Life. ; 


all It was alſo ordain'd and aas in ts 
re. Statute made at C arliſle,. 15 Edward II. for ac- 
d knowledgment of Fines to be levied of Lands 
his MW between Party and Party, (a matter of great 


n ti 


5 importance) that if the Parties appear'd not in 
il Court, then one of the Judges, with a Knight 
ri © of the Shire, ſhould go to the Parties, and take 
een * oh the r Acknowledgments : and certify the ſame 
he . accordingly.” And by 24 Henry VIII. it is ge- 
il: 1 neral, prohibited, that no Man under the De- 
be gree of a Knight ſhould wear a Collar of 8 8's. 
Nd | _ Baronets come next, who by having grans 
IM NE: them tlie Addition of Sir, to be ſet before 
uck "their Names, ſeem, allied to Knighthood ; but 


nd "this (laich Abele, 7 in his Treatiſe of the Or- 5 


hut der of the Garter ) gives them not the Dig. 
let "nity of Knighthood; nor can 1 they properly 
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SY of? Wild of the i, ſer Sort... 
be ſtibd Knights until they be h knigh- 


ted. It is a Dy, or Degree of Honour that 
efore Bannerets, Knights 


"hath Precedence 
of the Bath, and Knights Batchelors; except 


only ſuch Bannerets as are made ſub Verl 
Regiis in aperto Belle, & 8 & ipſo. Rege perſon: W 
73 This Order Was erected by King 


James I. ann. 1609. with an habendum ſibi G 


1  beredibus maſculis; 1 the ground. for am 
3 ' whereof, take in Sir. Richard Baker's | 
| 5 words ; Fg? Viz. In the Year 1609. the Kin 


having care for the Quietneſs of Ireland, had 


granted to the City of London, the preſent 
. Poſſeſſion and Plantation in the Province of } 
Der; 54 whereupon afterwards, in the Year 


161 F: they ſent thither about three hundred 


Per ſons of F ſorts of Handycrafts-Men, chief. 


5” 6s ng. 


"I to inhabit the two Cities of Londonderry and 


a Cres where they ordain'd Alderman Cos. 


kain for the firlt Governour. And for their 
advancing of this or the like Plantation i ig 
| Ine, King James about this, time began a 


new Order of Knights, which ; are call'd Baro- 
netz, becauſe Hey take Place, next to Barons 


— 


— een 1 N 5 
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h- younger Sons; and he appointed certain Lads 4 

at to make "ll. carable that ſhould be admit- 

his ted: Firſt, that they ſhould maintain each | _ 
ept of them the number of thirty Foot- Sold iers N 
n in Ireland. for three Years, after the rate of 

er 8 4. per diem (ſo that their Foundation as : 


partly martial) and to pay the Wages of one 


ing 
J = whole Year, upon the paſſing of their Patent; 2 

ing W then, that they ſhould be Gentlemen of Blood 

un of three Deſcents; and laſtly, | ſhould harre 1 
ag! Land of Inheritance in poſſeſſion, 'or imme- Mn 
ad W diate Reverſion to the Value of 1000 J. per 4 
ent ann. And to keep the Order from ſwarming, | 


he ſtinted it within the number of only two - 

hundred, and as the Iſſue ſhould fail, the - 
ed Order to ceaſe. But he that will look how |... 
well the End of the Inſtitution, and the Laws 
nd of it, have been obſerv'd; ſhall perhaps find 
it to be here, as it was in * Order of St. Mi-. 
cir chael in Fraute: into which at firſt none were 
admitted but Princes and eminent A e 


Hy but afterwards all ſorts of. Men without any... 2 
5. difference were admitted; that it came 85 = 
6 moſt to be doubted, Whether the Dignity of .. .  - "i 
2 the Order did more grace the Perſons, or the 1 
„ Meanneſs of the Perſons diſgrace the Order. 1 
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1% of Wolle, fi the uſer „ 
are not in ſome meaſure obſerv d, it ſeems © 


to make a kind of N ullity in the Collation- — 
Thus far Sir Richard 'Baker.. So that we may | WM ©: 
believe that where the word Bar onets is men- WM 4: 
tion d in our old Statutes and antient Authors, = 
it is miſtaken for Bannerets, — *© = = 
E ſquires come next, Armigeri, in French WM '" 
| Sentiferi; who were originally ſuch as at- i 
| ard upon Knights in time of War, did WM 4 
carry their Shields: But this Addition hath ' . 
not of long time had any relation to that Of. 2 
fice; but ſignifieth with us a Gentleman, or 7 

4 one: that beareth Arms as a Teſtimony of his 


Nobility or Gentility, and is a mere Title of pL 
' Dignity next to, and below a Knight. F hoy 1 W 
who' by Right claim this Title now, are all ta 
the younger Sons of N oblemen, the four t 
=_ [ Eſquires of the King's Body, the eldeſt Sons th 
of all Baronets, Knights of the Bath, and D 

| Knights Batchelors; thoſe Who ſerve the.” 

King in any worſhipful Calling, ſuch as are p! 
created Eſquires by the King with a Colar 1 — 
of 8 Ss of Silver. The chief of ſome antient 


Families are likewiſe Eſquires by Preſeription, | 24 | 3 
thoſe that bear any ſuperior Office in the FF © 

"| Commonwealth, @ Juſtice of Peace whilft i WM. 4 1 
 Eojjimilſion, and were Wee In Wal- 1 
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| fugham's Hiſtory of Richard. II. we read of ; 


one Jahn » Blake, ö who be being uris Apprenticins, 


has the Addition 3 of Scar 71 given him. Cam- 
den having ſpoken, 0 Knights, hath theſe 


words of them ; is. Armigeri. nobis Bie, | 


bis proximi ſunt qui vel aC Heis Gentilitiis, que 


in Nobilitatis Inſignia geſtant, vel qui Princi- 


pious & Mejor ibus alles, N obilibgs ab armis erant, 


Nomen traxerunt;  hodte vero quicunque 3 | 
quo Reipublice , La conſo Maut, vel Prineipi ho- 


neſtiors £ opditione uu, hos titulo 2a. i ſuo 
Jure utuntur. 

Human, in 18 ſuth Chapter of his Dif. 
putations upon the 'Feods, faith, that thoſe 
whom, the French call Eſcaires, were a Mili- | 
tary. kind of Vaſſal, having Jus Scati; 1. 5 
they bear a Shield, and in it the Enligns of _ 


their Famil Yo in token of their Gentility or | 


Pignity. ee 
«Ta 17 7 may e be Rae if not 
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Brit. Lat, ban. 8. hacks; r | 
Francis, born at Paris, Son of Peter Horman, 3 
the Parliament of Paris, was ſo famous a Lawyer, that he waſte, 
; Cujayius's Rival: ; ' He wrote many Books, which were highly ap- 
proved ; and at the time of St. Bartholomew's "Maſſacrs, 255 3 

4 Proteſlant, was forced 1 retire to Baſil in Germany, wher 
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or of other Profeſſic ions in the Univerfitics. 


For Doftorſhip is a Title of Dignity more 1 


noble than they who are Gentlemen, but by 
their Stock only: to 'whom alſo, according 
to our Cuſtom, ſo much Preeminetics | is given 
in the King's Commiſſions concerning the | 
publick Affairs, as that they may well ſeem 
in Dignity to be compar'd with Knights. In 
the King's Houſe alſo the Apparitors, com- 
monly call'd Serjeants at Arms, Heralds, 
and all ſerving in the King's Court, whom for 
; tlie Preeminence of their Offices we alſo call 
Serjeants, are made Eſquires with Chains, viz. i 
with a Collar made of Silver and black S'S nog 
about their N ecks by. the Kings themſelves. 


Thoſe whom the French ſimply call'Genrile- » 


| hommes, and we in Engliſh Gentlemen, are 


L with us diffinguiſh'd i into three Claſſes, viz. EY 
1. He who deriveth his Stock with Arms 


from his Anceſtors, i Is by. Blood a Gentleman. 
2. He Who beareth Arms büly, altho he 
be not yet by Stock a Gentleman, is never - 
theleſs call'd a e gi nad = dee Gen- 
tility to his Sons. 
3. He Who is of reputation only. * bis: 
Learning, or for ſome. Office. or Function 


. * ee is for himſelf vor: in com- 
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Ch. 7. 071 No | bleme of the vi Sn 101 3 
mon Eſtimation accounted a Gentleman, tho 
he had a common Perſon to his ure ad 
leave his Sons common Perſons allo. * 
Now, according to my Nomi 1 dal 
| give a more particular account of the Court 
of Chivalry, for the deciding of Suits con- 
cerning Honours (as I ſaid once before) and 
fore the preſerving to every Man the Right 21 
and Privilege of his Fame and Dignity. Thea 
Natural or Tribunal Seat or Court for the 1 
Nopbility, is every where call'd Militari, ie. 
the Martial or Military Court, and common- 
ly call'd the Court of Chivalry. The N 03 
are the Lord High Conſtable of England, and 
the Earl: Marſhal of England; which laſt ſitg 
not here only as a Judge, but ſees alſo Exe 
cution done. The Form of this Court with 
us is this, viz. The appointed Place for the 
holding thereof, is the King's Hall; wherein 
before the aforeſaid Judges, the Plaintiff ei- 
der in caſe of Dignitys or Arms, or of ay rs. 
BF other Suit of Controverſy concerning Nobi-... 
lity and Honour, may ſue the Deſendant. 
But for the Form dels. the Conſtable of. i 
England us'd to call the Nobility and Gentry..r; 1 
to his Court or Judgment-Seat, I „ the 
Reader to larger T 8 of this nature. Fe” 
ad 2 15 
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other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, to the Lawyers, 


ng the FW 
is on — the — into and 
ſearching of. Letters Patents, antient Char- 
ters and Evidences, (as they term them) _ 
by Witneſſes. All things are for the moſ ig 
ee by their Advocates in Writings, in 
Lit and rauch. At length the definitive 
Sentence, according to Equity and Right, 
and our own heroical (and not aſter any 
ſtrange or foreign) Cuſtom, ſeal'd with, the 
publick Seal of the Office, is openly read,. 
and aſterwards deliver'd to the Earl-Mazthal,.. 
to be put in execution. If any thing m 
to be improvidently done, or unadviſedly in 
the Suit overſlip'd on either part; n f1 
for them to appeal to the King, 6 ho uſually 64 
refers the Whole matter to the Biſhops, and 


Wi. wed .., ̃ ᷣ ͤ i IS 


u 


andꝭ others of upright Hearts and ſound Judg- 
ments, to be again diligently examind and 

explain d. But now this Court is kept in le 
the Hall of the Heralds Office, and 8 tu 
times in the Court of Requeſts; when any at 
Nobleman or Gentleman, abus'd. in point of | ti 
en or ene ks Werde t Rant 72 ny. \ fy 


*# 121. 
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8 of Na men of 
proper] Judge thereof i is "the Farl2Nar al or = | 
his Da for the Earl-Marſhal' is veſtec 
with a Power of ordering, judging, and de- 
termining all Matters concerning Arms, 
Creſts, Supporters, Cognizances, ; Pedegrees, © 
Devices, and Enſigns Armorial; alſo of ma- 
king and preſenting Rules, Ordihanbes, Ang on 
Degrees for Granting, Controlling, and Re-"* 
gulation thereof; and the putting in execu- 
tion the Laws and Ordinances relartng tliers: © My 
unto. Crab A 
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Thus having run Kel all ade Ste 
both of the Majorum and Minorum Nobillum, 
agreeable. to our Engliſh Commonwealth, and 
given the Reader a full View of their Court” 1 
of Chivalry, or Martial Court, ' wherein al 
Controverſies relating to Nobility and Ho- 5 
nour were decided and determin d: I mi 
here have room enough to ſpeak of the for _ 
lemn Ceremonies of the Heralds, their Inſti- 
tutions, Immunities, (both in time of Peace 
and War) and of the Reputation NE. 
tientiy had amongft : all Nations; Were it la ww 
ful for me to roam at large beyond the Bre- 
vity, 1. have to my. {lf propounded > 
Who therefore I had purposd in filence a 

ö . have 
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haye paſsd over. But leſt I writing of ſo 
many Degrees of our Noblemen, and fo | 
great things concerning Political N obility, 14 
. might ſeem (in leaving them to ſpeak for 
5 themſelves) to have ated unadviſedly and 
partially, I thought it good briefly and by 
the way to note theſę few nn ein | 
Herald. | 
| Herald, Heralt, c or Harold, in ee FF | 
{ raldo, in French Herault, quaſh * altus, and 
Ph by* Verſtegan deriv'd from two Dutch words, 
Vviz. Heer, Exercitus, and Healt, Pugil, Magna- 
nimous; as if he ſhould be call'd the Cham- 
paion of the Army. With us it ſignifies an 
Officer at Arms, whoſe buſineſs is to de- 
nounce War, proclaim Peace, or otherwiſe el 
de employ d by the King in martial Meſſages: = 

or other Buſineſs, Former 'y Perſons 0 75 
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5 Richard, a _ ic Engliſh . . a. Aa Critick f 


in » a7 Saxon and Gothick Langu ages, was born at St. Catharine's 


auen was. but a Cooper, he was extracted from an antient and 
onourable Family in Guelderland. He had his Education at Ox- 


ford, which he left 8 a Degree, upon the ſcore of his being a 
Roman Catholick. —— the Kingdom, and ſettled at Ant- 


werp in the Spaniſh 


ben the Jeſuits and Secular 
Priefts fell out in 1 1 and drew their Pens Nr each other, 
went into the Feſuits Intereſt. He died about 1625. 
His Works are, Reſtitution of decay'd Intelligence 1 Antiquiti 


concerning the moſt noble and E Engli was ok . ſuns 15 


* n Regal N of e 
1 85 


ſixteenth Century. © Altho hit 
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1 - os "who were facred af mongſt all Nat ations, 

1 were calbd Nr by, the Grecians 
© Kiiguies, and Precones or Caduceatores by the 
© Latins, becauſe of the Rod, or Cadateu they 
had, for a Token of their Employment. A 
mongſt the Pagans, they were conſecrated 
to Mercury, and _ reputed | his Prieſts: the Vic- 


tim 's Tongue was their Fee. The Romans 


k 


C7 


make war, until fol of them had demanded 
Satisfaction for the Injury receiv'd, and de- 
card war upon the refuſal ; throwing. into 
the Enemies Country a tagg d Spear dyed in 
© Blood, and burnt at the end. Nonius Mar. 
cells faith, that they were 120, and that 
Eing Numa eſtablisd a College of them 
unde a Commander named Pater Patratus. 
Titus Liꝛy mentions the Ceremony us'd at 
the Creation of that Commander: and of 
= the Kerala he faith, that ern rouch'd their 
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+ An 3 nen Bu e e 
_ bur : he: wrote 4 Treatiſe de Proprietate Sermonum, conſiſling 5 
vine Chapeert, and printed. at Paris in 1614. with NY Notes 
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«, 358, Of Noblemen of the lefſer Sor. 
they were; alſo crown'd, when the y perfor 
their Office, chat chey might fs Known. 
abs Ser dias adds, that they wore Linen Clotlz. 
9 85 dove Virgil thus deſcribes * them: Haben 
'in ſuper, Apes ritgres.  Miniftros, 440 Heraldas d. | 
85 5 quorum Pre fecfus Armor morym Rex vocatar; | 


N bi Bell & Pacis Nuncii Haile, Comitibu Hae J 
be "2 Rege fad Toſignis. aptant, . 


ac eorum Funera ci. 
rant. Nay more, they; are tlie Judges and 
* Examiners of Gentlemens Arms, marſhal all 
khe Solemnities“ of the Coronations of Princes, 


manage Combats, ind Tuch-like. ; There i 
395 one and the "fame uſe. of them with us us and} 
ot” the French, whence we have their Name: 
and What cheir Office i is With them, ſee St. La. 
pu... There are "thirty Heralds at Arms in 
France, Whereof t firſt is call King of 


Aris, wer f the itle X, Mey St. Dennis: 
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s of, Urbin in Italy, 1 in hs 3 and Heuss . | 
"1 be 'publiſh'd in 1499 4 Piece de Inyentoribus Rerum, in eight 
Bolt Gong afterwards inte England in order to receive the Peter- 

Pence, he equir the Pr * 's Favour, and was made. Archdta· 
* 11205 A 15 i 1526, he printed at London bit Treatiſe 7 Pri- 
digies, and afterwards compleated the Engliſh Hiſtory in 3 Books, 
e eee He died about ** | 


, A Ar 1995 * ] 
Df go of Troyes in — is Eratice'is rhe PR Cen: | 
2 mo — e of Troyes de Solemnitatibus, Sc. Obiit July 2. 475. | 
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Cha. Of Noblemen of che laſſer Sort. 159 
Fay the cthers have Titles taken from the diff. 
rent Provinces of the Kingdom, G As 
. de Name of Hing given to the chief He- 
raid, i it was common to other chief Officers; 
as King of the Archers, Cc. But there is a 


a . particular. Reaſon-for the Title of King at 
bo 4 Arms, viz, Thats on the Day of his Inſtitu- 
tion, they put a Crown upon his head, Mhich 
he wore in many Ceremonies, where he repre- 
| ſented the Kii g's Perſon : for Which reaſon, 
he was always a Knight. Amongſt the Ro- 
nan, he who preſided at Sacrifices and Ce- 
remonies, was alſo nam'd King. Antiently 
there were only r. Heralds in Eag land, one 
or the South part, call'd Clnraurieuæ; and the 
other for the North, calꝰd NVorroy. There 
Were alſo two for that part of Funce Which 
Vas ſubjectetb England, viz. Gen inftituted = 
by Edward I. and Agincourt by Henry V. in 
memory of the famous Victory obhtaind there. 
There was ahother for Irelami, calbd Ireland, 
but by Edward. VI. call d Viſter. All which 
belong'd to the King: Thoſe which apper- 
tain'd to the Queen were callꝰd Heralds ſim- 
b | oy who are now quite aboliſh'd ; their 
Whole number being reduc'd to three Kings, 
a and Tix” nn eee Arms. Ri- 
5 1 mes 


er 771 e of 07 Noblemen of He be de Sur. 2 | 
x e NI. was the firſt wie form'd the He: 
nalds igto a College, and endow'd chem 
= 7 with Privileges; and Exward VI. declard WM 
ttthem free from all Subſidy, Taxes; and other 
: Ms nel Offices. Philip and Mary gave them greater | | 
ene eonfirming the ſame by Letters MW 
. bee - wherein the Titles and Oider of 
"| the Heralds are thus publiſt'd, „ . 
| _ ge Vic Ky ar Ars. 
= ak " \ 5 2. Clarencieus, Kg, at Arms by. South 
1 l Tr rent. . 


: | 1 Nor, King at 11 by North Trent. 


99) Ef 1. Garter was inſtituted by Rye who 
WW _-/ Office principally reſpected the Cere 
'F and Solemnities relating to the moſt Noble | 
= bin Order of the Garter, the marſnall ing the Fu- 1 
" nerals of the Knights of the: Garter, and af 
3 * the greater Nobility; as. Princes, Dukes 
Nlarquiſſes, Earls, Vicounts, and Barons 
„We read alſo in Plomdens Reports, that E- 
115 ee IV. granted the Office of King of He. 
ralds to one Garter,” cum 180 & ae ab 
Frm 7 antique, xc. FTT 2152 4 4 | 
2. Clarencieux, chants is next, inflicted | 
* by Edward IV. WhO — the Dukedon om 
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Ch. 5. Of Noblemen of the leſſer Sort. 161 
of Clarence by the Death of his Brother George, 
hom he beheaded for aſpiring to tlie Crown, 
made the Herald, which properly belong d 
to the Duke of Clarence, a King at Arms; 
and call'd him Clarencius. His Office is to re- 


gulate all ſuch ſolemn Funerals of the leſſer 
Nobility, as happen on tlie South fide of 


Trent. 


3. Norroy, or North-Ri oy, is the third aa 


laſt; whoſe Office is the ſame on the North 


ſide of Trent, that Clarencieux hath on this 
ſide: as may well appear by his Name, ſigni- 
fying the Northern King, or King of the 


North Parts. But his Original i is uncertain. . 


Beſides theſe; there be alſo ſix others pro- 


perly call'd Heralds, according to theif Ori- 
glnal; being created to attend an Cc. in 


—— peg . 


| ws Ee my Fine by the Sons of 
A Toe. 1 
2. e ee „ 
Hh e --  e laftituted by Henry III. 
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s 262 of: wle, mf the ahi Son. 


+ Somerſet, 5 2 VIIL. JT | 


6. Richmond, a 'WhoſeOriginalizn not known. 
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Laſtly, There he Four oben cara Mar- 
ſhals, or Purſuivants at Arms, reckon'd after 
a ſort amongſt the Number of Herafds; and. 

do commonly ſucceed. in the place of the He- 
ralds, when they a or * W, ; and 
are, ui. 


1. Blue- Mantle, 

2. Merce hn 
3. Rouge. Dragon, 
4. Portcallis. W 


The Offices of all and decals 804 Pur. 
ſuivants, beſides their affiſting at great So- 
lemnities with the Kings at Arms, are to pro-. 
claim War . or Peace, carry Defiances, ſum- 
mon Forts or Rebels, proclaim Traitors, and 
to ſerve the Nobility and Gentry in point of 
Honour and Arms. In Scotland the chief He- 
rald is Hon King at Arms, under whom are 
ſeveral other Heralds, Meſſengers, Purſui- 

vants, &c. The Hun, W the — 


were Prieſts. 1 
"IP 0 | RO „ am 


l —— . — — —— — 
CC 
8 c 

5 9 


= $5100 "Ii ———— — "I _ 
3 


. 


* none iy 


89 2 — . \ 
: — 
222 
— —— A* — AE — 
_ 
. 7: 3s L1G COATERSS 240220 ox onda, re 

SIO RT * 

F 

4 TC LS . * * 
* 


CES 
r 
© * 1 95 


„ ͤ Ü¹ OL wie ns - oo wp otwoobie.. way 


P 
R 
5 0 2 2 
dS WW 
ene 22 


—ͤ—2H56 l — — —— — rag. 


r 
Ae. 034 A 2 - 4 r SN wy 
1 re eo Ea ©. W the ns en 
25 « 
E 
mY 
* 


— mtey nei 
R 


3 = = 
_— 1 ” — N 
. - n - A — M 2 
W * 88 * „ 
ta WET OE” Lande: bs. NS LITE 
= 1 955 8 5 - R — 5 
7 * N 1 » Ty * i 1 1 
7 
* 


p | _—_— : " 
5 Ms 
Tx y It eee RE PEPIN rr SE ir, 
, * 
ai * 2 No 2 8 " PEI F 
e B 
* * 0 
. " WAY 7 2 r od 9 + 
. 3 F ö n pt 
. „ a ans ela whe oe BER . 
of Le) 8 R % - i 
: „ 
. 
8 
- 


r 


1 


Ch. 7. Of Noblemen of the leſſer Sort. 163 
Nan Numi Pompilius divini Cultus Tuſtita.. 
tionem in octo partes diviſit, & ita etium Sacer- 


dotum ofto Ordines conſtituit, & c. Septimam 


co verſabantur, ut fidei publice inter populos pra- 
eſſent, neque juſtum aliquod Bellum fore cenſe- 


batur, niſi id per Feciales eſſet indiftum. Kin gs 


at Arms are mention'd in Stat. 1 3&1 4 Cr. a. 
cap. 33. (Vid. Cowell. j 


And theſe only are the King's Heralds 


with us, ſo call'd becauſe they receive Wages 


of the Kings; and with publick Service ſerve 
all the Nobility of the Kingdom. 
However, Noblemen and Peers of 1 


Land in antient time had their Heralds pecu- 


liar to themſelves: For Cheſter the Herald, 
and Falco the Purſuivant, liv'd at the Com- 
mand of the Prince of Males, and ſerv'd him. 
Humphry Duke of Gloceſter and Earl of Pembroke 
had the Herald Pembroke his houſhold Ser- 


now obtain'd the Kingdom, would needs have 


partem ſacræ Conſtitutiones Collegio eorum adje- 
cit, qui Feciales vocantur. Erdnt autem ex op. 


\ 
* 


| \ 
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4 


vant. Richard alſo Duke of Gloceſter having. 


his Herald Gloceſter to be calPd King at Arms 


for all Maler. Charles Brandon, Duke of Suf- 
oe retain'd Suffolk Herald, and Marleon the 


M 2 | Pur. 


164 Of Nublemen of the e 
Purſuivant, his Servants, &c. Theſe] 4 
good, out of many others, to reheaſe, who 
ſerv'd Noblemen in their peculiar and do- 
meſtical Services. But as the Condition of 
the Servant is made better by the Dignity of 


his Lord and Maſter; ſo theſe forenam'd He- 


ralds liv'd not with like OO or Privi- 


leges with the Kings. 
And thus I briefly touch all things, for the 


| beautifying and ſetting forth Political Nobi- 


lity. Now after all (with the Heralds leave) 
let me join hereto and inſert ſome few things 
concerning Arms, whereby Noblemen are 


wont to be known from the Vulgar Sort, and 


to be amongſt themſelves by Families divi- 
ded ; which formerly were more. ſparingly 
beſtow'd than in this our Age, and only upon 


ſuch as had by their good Services deſerv d 


them. 


taken their beginning but of ſuch military 
Rewards as were uſually given to well-de- 
ſerving Men, in the Roman Commonwealth : 
for the Romans always ſtrove chiefly to ob- 
rain Honour and Glory, for the nouriſhing 
and maintaining whereof, they with Orna- 


ments and Rewards labour'd to excite Mens 


But ſuch kind « of e ſeem not to Tone : 


RY 
** 


Of Noblemen of the leſſer Sort. 165 


Minds to the Performance of noble Actions 
both at home and abroad. In Wars flouriſh'd 


Military Gifts, Trophies, Triumphal Arches, 
Letters Laureat, Cc. In time of Peace at 
home were ſhew'd Honourable Titles, Ima- 


ges, Statues, and ſuch- i: Things indeed 


wiſely at firſt devis'd, which afterwards, to- 
gether with the Empire, ſo increas'd, that 
how many and what manner of Crowns, 


Bracelets, Chains and Creſts every Man had 


merited; hat ſorts of Trappings, Spears, 


Darts, or Belts, they had obtain'd ; theſe 


they were wont in their Expeditions in the 


or ſet upon their Helmets; and again re- 
turning home, in time of Peace hung them 


up in their Houſes: and thoſe Ornaments 
they by the name of Arms, by a long Or- 
der of Succeſſion, deliver'd aver to their 
Foſterity. From whence thoſe Arms of Fa- 
milies, here and there diſperſedly us d by the 


Nobility in divers Kingdoms, were of the 
= Germans calbd Weapen, in our Language 


Arms, and in Latin Arma; becauſe Enemies 
were with them repuls d. 

Theſe things the antient Roman Coins, and 
W antient Roman Writers declare: the 


MSc. Vis 


166 of WI if ' the Wan 


whereof ſo at length prevaibd in . . 
dots, that as Names diſtinguiſh'd' 0 L 
Men; even ſo Arms divided Nations from : 
Nations, and Families from Families: firſt 
granted by Kings themſelves, but afterwards 
by the Heralds, (Kings at Arms) by a Royal 
rtr.ranſmiſſive Power, given to them, who eve- 
| ry where ſerved the Political Nobility; to 
whom 1 willingly leave theſe things. And 
therefore the Name and Office of the He- 
ralds were every! where notable, and well 
becoming an honeſt Man; 5 antiently 
were calfd the Foſterers 51 Political N obili- 
ty, the Arbiters of Equity, the Protectors of 
Verity, the Embaſſadors of ee the 
Writers of Mens noble Act. MED 


1001.10 6 445251 11341 81 


7 engen the Orders and able of 

both our Sorts of Nobility, nam'd and un- 

| nam'd ; 1 ſhall now preſent the Reader with 

4 View of the Ranks they are amongſt 

themſelves divided into, and what Honour 

they owe one another, by a certain Right of 
Prudence; as will appear by the follow in 4 
. . out of a . wal  -: 
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| The King. | Re 

— The King's Son, tild- Peirce of Wile 

Z The King's Brother. ao M I 
1 I be King's Uncle. 4002 fobis ab - 
1 The King's Nephew. e e JF 
l Ihe King's Brother's Sons. 

) The King's Siſter's Sus. 

| This is the Extent of the Blood Royal, f 
Archbiſhop of Canterlum. Ne 6 "I ] 
1 | BIG e tf , hn i = 
f [hot ee bent but one Office, Ss. * 

e is declar'd by Stat. 5 Eliz. cap. 18. and 


there being but one Great Seal at this 
day, there cannot be both a Lord 
© Chaneeffor and a Lord Keeper of the 


- Great Seal at one time. Co. 2 4. 
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